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To the Honour aBLE 


DIRECTORS 


OFEN 


Eaft - India Company. 


GENTLEMEN, 


S my Friends and J are of 
Opinion, That I was with- 
out Juſtice diſmiſſed from your 
Service, and that too under very 
affecting Circumſtances ; ſuch as 
Want of Health, at a great Di- 
ſtance from England, and with- 
out having received my Wages 
to ſupport me Home to my Fa- 
mily, we are defirous to ſubmit 
the whole Aﬀair to your wiſer 
Conſideration ; that in Caſe it 
ſhall appear to you, I only ſut- 
fered what I deſerved, we may 
fit quietly down with the Damage 
I haye ſuſtained, both in Repu- 
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tation and Fortune. But if you 
mall diſcover I was unjuſtly diſ- 
graced, without failing in any 
Duty, Capacity, or Diligence, 
to you as your Servant; that J 
may with Honour be replaced in 
my former Situation, (if you 
ſhould not think me worthy and 
capable of a better) and that the 
Authors of my unmerited Hard- 
ſhips may be reprimanded and 
reſtrained for the future as you 
ſhall think fit. 

The ſubſequent Narrative will 
acquaint you with the Manner 
in which I was diſcharged, as the 
firſt Part of it has informed you 
of the real Cauſe. But, as this was 
intirely of a private Kind, I will 
not trouble you with it; for as 
you only charge yourſelves with 
inſpecting into the publick Cha- 
racter of your Officers, ſo far as 
concerns the Company's Intereſt 
and your own Affairs, I hope 
ne Follies will not weigh 

more 
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more with you in one Scale than 
in another; and that this Topick 
will either be intirely ſet afide, 
or ſtand in equal Force againſt 
the one as the other. 
Therefore the Manner in which 
J was diſcharged from your Ser- 
vice is what I humbly requeſt 
your Attention to confider : 
Which was by Virtue of the Sen- 
tence of a Court-Martial, com- 
poſed (amongſt others) of reer 
of your Captains, vg. Geor, 
Fackſon, Philip Joddrel, 2 
tam Pinnel, and Richard Crabb. 
Gentlemen, you know beſt 
whether you have a Power to 
hold Courts-Martial or not; and 
if you have, whether you can 
communicate it. If you have 


the Power, and did communi- 


cate 1t to them, then whither 
juſtly or not, I ſuffered legally at 
leaſt. In which Caſe I ſhould 
ſhew an abſolute Reſignation to 
rhe Laws of my Country ; only 

William 


[6 | 


William Wake, your Governor 
at Bombay, was very poſitive 
you never made Pretenſions to 
any ſuch Power, tho he was 
Weak enough to ſuffer a Court- 
Martial to be held, and 1ts Sen- 
tence executed, without Mole- 
ſtation, in his Juriſdiction. 

But whether the Court-Mar- 
tial was legal or not, 'tis certain, 
that it was very z//egally con- 
ducted ; becauſe all Courts-Mar- 
tial ought to have the Authority 
of the Commander in Chief ; 
which, in my Caſe, was the Go- 
vernor of Bombay. Likewiſe the 
Perſon acting as Judge-Advocate 
ought to give timely Notice to 
the Party accuſed of the Charge 
laid againſt him, that he may 
provide for his Defence : And, 
upon the final Determination of 
the Court, the Judge-Adyocate 
ought to write out the Sentence, 
which being ſigned by the Mem- 
bers, and approved by the Com- 

mander, 


1 


mander, ought likewiſe to be no- 
tified to the Party condemned, 
that he may provide himſelf for 
the Execution. None of which 
were done. For neither did the 
Governor grant Leave; on the 
contrary, he objected againſt the 
[mpropriety of holding a Court- 
Martial aſhore for Offences com- 
mitted at Sea. Neither had 1 
any previous Intimation to pre- 
pare myſelf, nor Notice of the 
Purport of the Sentence till it 
was partly executed : Added to 
all this, that my only Acculer, 
Captain Crabb, was permitted to 
fit alſo as my Judge; which 1s a 
Form of Juſtice not to be paral- 
leled at the arbitrary Court of 
the Great Mogul, nor amongſt 
the ſavage Tribes of the wild un- 
civilized Tartars. | 
Gentlemen, I very fincerely 
acquit you of countenancing ſuch 
unjuſtifiable Proceedings: On the 
contrary, I fly to you for Re- 
dreſs; 
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ercis; I believe you are too juſt 
not to redreſs them, and too jea- 
lous of the Glory of your Com- 
merce, which has diffuſed it ſo 
wide, to tee it ſullied by Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion. 
Wherefore, I hope, on Ac- 
count of my paſt faithful Ser- 
vices, and of the ignominious 
Sentence I underwent, you will 
take my Caſe into ſerious Confſi- 
deration: And, as I am guilty 
of no Crime, and was neither 
negligent, careleſs, nor uncapa- 
ble, while in your Service, you 
will be pleaſed to grant me ſuch 
Relief, after all my Sufferings, 
as you ſhall judge reaſonable. 
And I ſhall ever be, 


GENTLEMEN, wm, 
Your moſt obliged, b 
Mof? obedient, — 
Faithful humble Servant, 


WILLIAM WILLS. 


NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


Voyages and Adventures 
OF 
Mr. WILLIAM WILLS. 


* * —_ — CEE 


PART I. 


— 


— 


From my Priſon, October 16, 1748. 


| Dear Madam, 


WRITE this in my Priſon, in a dark 
Gun-room, where I ſcarcely ſee the 
Light of Day; nor could J ſo freely 
write, but that the Centry at my Door 
has fallen faſt aſleep. I embrace this Oppor- 
tunity, Dear Madam, to let you know what 
I undergo ; God knows how long I ſhall ſur- 
vive this barbarous and cruel Uſage. It is ſo 
unſufferably hot, and ſo cloſe confined, that 


Pm at my laſt Gaſp for want of Air. The 


Centries cannot ſtand it, and are obliged to 


relieve each other every Hour, to keep them- 
B ſelves 
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(10) 
ſelves alive. Good God ! deliver all Mankind 


from arbitrary Power, and that all Cruelties to 
the Blamcleſs may be rewarded here on Earth, 


as well as in the next World. Dear Madam, 


if there is the leaſt Spark of Love left for old 
Acquaintance to gain Favour, do it now, for 
God's Sake, to abate the Cruelty of the Cap- 
tain: I dare ſay, if poſſible, you may find a 
critical Minute to have him grant a Favour : 
For I hope, my dear Angel, you have ſti!} in 
Store, {till ſome Love and Regard for poor 
Will. I ſwear I never intended to offend you 
in Thought, Word, nor in Deed: *Tis all 
falie, and a damnable Lye. How ſhall I re- 
taliate it to that dear fondeſt of Boſoms ? Oh! 
if I was free of the Attacks of inſulting Au- 
thority, then would I defend the Caſtle to the 
laſt Drop, was the Sicge to laſt for ever. I 
{till hope I ſhall live to overcome it all: But 
how precious will it be, if you only ſucceed for 
me. It is my fervent Prayer you may ; for 
I dare ſay you won't fee me periſh ſo near you, 
without uſing all your Endeavours to preſerve 
Your's, with that true Love and Regard I al- 
ways teſtify'd. 
WiII. WIIIsũ. 


N. B. Pray make Peace with the ——— as 
ſoon as poſſibly you can. 


Dear Door, 


AM very much afflicted at your hard Suf- 
ferings; and if J could any Way mitigate 
them, God knows, it ſhould not be wanting. 
Had 1 but known the Captain was ſuch a 
Man, I never would have come Aboard, and I 
repent 
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repent that ever I left the Houghton: I with 
I was there ſtill; for had it not been for the 
Hopes of the Pleaſure of your Company, I 
ſhould never have come here. Yet I beg my 
dear Doctor will bear up againſt all his Misfor- 
tunes; for pleaſe God, I hope we ſhall ſoon be 
at Bombay, where they'll all have an End. I'm 
very glad to hear the Steward is kind to you; 
for I underſtand he ſends you Victuals by the 
black Boy Anthony, in a Towel in the Night. 
For God's Sake, take Care his Servants are 
not found out; for if they are, I ſhall be at- 
frighted out of my Life. I fend this by the 
Taylor, who I think I could truſt my Lite 
with ; he is now waſhing and ſcrubbing the 
creat Cabbin, and I find by his Diſcourſe, that 
he pities your Caſe. Have Courage till we 
get to Bombay; for he has faſtened up the 
Door of my Cabbin, and ſtood by his Car- 
penter's * Side, to fee it firmly and ſafely ſe- 
cured, and likewiſe made a narrow Paſlage 
for himſelf to come up his + Gallery to the 
Round-houſe ; and was it not for all thoſe In- 
conveniencies, you ſhould, my dear Life, have 
always Services as formerly, from your affectio- 
nate, as well as unfortunate 


MARTHA SAUNDERS. 


P. S. Keep up your Heart, and if you 
ſhould ſend, take all the Care and 
Caution imaginable, for I will play him 

B 2 a good 


* Mr. Payne the Carpenter is now in Town, and will 
vouch it to be true. 


+ That was his private Way to the Bathing Tub. 
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2 good Game at Night, but I will 
make ſome Impreſſion for you. 


— 


REMARK. 


e You ſhould have always Services as for- 
© merly.”*--- To be ſure I was in extraordinary 
good Plight to ſerve the Ladies as formerly. 
--- A Man js mighty amorous truly when rea- 
dy to die with Hunger. --- The principal Ser- 
vice ſhe could do me was to fill my Belly. --- 
I believe I ſhall be eaſily credited when I ſay, 
that I thought of, nor defired nothing elſe.— 
But then he has faſtened the Door of my 
% Cabbin,” and made all ſo faſt and ſo ſe- 
cure, * that was it not for all theſe Incon- 
% yeniencies,”* &c. I have known when it 
was otherwife, Madam, --- when neither Doors 
nor Bolts, nor Bars, would have hindered you. 


— When you may remember, you * * *® 
C_— —  — ̃ T7 v3 7 0 4 9 
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Magnus Hiatus , which I defire no Body to 
take any Notice of but the Lady, who is the 
only Perfon in the World to fill up the Blank, 
therefore this Paſſage muſt be loſt to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes, ſhould this Book never fall 
into her Hands. — Yet ſhe is much afflicted, 
very much afflicted at my hard Sufferings.*? 
— 0 yes, Afflictions lie very heavy on conſtant 
tender Souls. — And “ had ſhe but known the 
Captain was ſuch a Man.”—Why I thought 
you had been acquainted together many Years. 
--- Oh! you mean never intimately before. — 
That was a great Baulk indeed ! --- Really I 
always thought myſelf as good a Man as the 


Cap- 
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tain ;---at leaſt I may ſafely ſay my Years, and I 
have the Vanity to think, my Perſon is full as 
advantageous as his; and if you don't flatter, 
you ſeem to think ſo yourſelf,---** For if it had 


not been for the Pleaſure of my Company, 


you would never have come here.“ -- What, 
both my Company and the Captain's? the un- 
conſcionable Woman ! Much obliged to you 
however.---But then, Madam, to be free, I do 
poſitively think two is one to much. 
Have Courage till we get to Bombay, for he 
& has faſtened up, Fc.“ And what then? 
Revive our Correſpondence I ſuppoſe. Ma- 
dam, your Servant. ---Captain Crabb has cured 
me, I do aſſure you.---Mortification is an ex- 
cellent Thing. --- Nothing equals it in certain 
Caſes. --- I would not wiſh you any Harm, 
but I believe a little of my hard Sufferings (as 
you call it) would neither do your Soul, nor 
your Reputation much hurt. --- So, Madam, I 
bid you heartily farewel, leaving you at Night 
to play what Game ſoever you pleaſe, &c. 


Having thus cavalierly taken my Leave of 
Mrs. , I ſummoned all my Fortitude 
to bear me out to Bombay, where we arrived 
in Company with the Stretham, on the 25th 
Day of October, 1748. We found here two 
Ships belonging to the Company, / viz. the 
Eſſex, Capt. Jackſon, and the Orford, Capt. 
Joddrel. 

One naturally feels a very ſenſible Pleaſure 
at the End of a long Voyage. The Obſtacles 
one has conquered, the Dangers one has eſ- 
caped, and the Stability of a leſs precarious 
and uncertain Element, yield a delightful Proſ- 


pect 
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pect of the Repoſe and Security of a ſafe and 
commodious Port. But theſe were only the 
Sentiments I had in common with all my Com- 
panions ; I had others in particular, of which in 
their Circumſtances they could not participate. 
For, in Fact, I had been ſo often put to my 
Shifts, and ſo long accuſtomed to invent and 
contrive Ways and Means for the Support of 
a wretched and» miſerable Life, that, like Sancho 
Panca, the importunate Cravings of my Guts 
totally abſorbed and ſwallowed up every other 
Conſideration. 

Not that I am a Glutton or an Epicure, --- 
That is not the Caſe ; and perhaps, thoſe who 
have never experienced extreme Hunger will 
ſcarcely form any Idea of what I felt: Yet 
every Perſon muſt know, that, of all inſtincts, 
Sclf-Preſervation is certainly the moſt inceſſant, 
and the moſt ſtrong. What then muſt one 
ſuffer e're ſo powerful and ſo watchful a Prin- 
ciple is overcome? What Torment? what Tor- 
tures muſt not one undergo? 

*Tis true, People of Education have always 
regarded the ſenſual Appetites, as the loweſt 
of all human Gratifications. And indeed fo 
they are. Yet there's ſomething obſerveable 
in this Reflection, That mean and low as they 
are, in the Career of the moſt elevated and 
ſpiritual Contemplations, they can preſently 
convince us, that we are quite earthly and gro- 
veling Creatures. 

*Tis a Thought the Vanity of Man would 
diſguiſe if it could. We are loth to appear to 
ourſelves ſo very dependant. The Parade of a 
Table is the moſt ſenſible Gratification of an 


 affiuent Fortune. The very Savages my a 
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Sort of Decorum at their Meals, and we en- 
deavour to give a Kind of Eclat to an Action 
that conſtantly reminds us of our Nothingneſs. 

But *tis in vain --- let a Perſon but make the 
Experiment for two or three Days only, and ſee 
if he could not make a pretty hearty Meal on 
Onions and an Amunition Loaf. 

Very likely I am blamed for being too ſup- 
pliant, and too humble in the Stile of my Let- 
lers --- I might have ſpoke in a higher Tone _ 
for a Perſon that's not in Fault, needs make no 
Proſtrations. Very true --- I have only to ſay, 
that I am one of Marlbrough's Soldiers, and 
always find myſelf in beſt Spirits, when I have 
Roaſt Beef in my Stomach. 

Therefore I won't ſcruple to couiaſi that I was 
more overjoy'd at the Thoughts of getting ſome 
Belly-Timber at Bombay, than if I had been to 
poſſeſs all the Chints, Ginghams, Taffities, 
Callicoes, Muflins, &c. Sc. in the Ware- 
houſes of the Eaſt-India Company. 

I recollected, that (if he was not dead) I had 
a Friend there upon whom I could depend, and 
took the firſt Opportunity of ſending a Letter 
on Shore for him by the Hands of Ninian 
Goodlet, a Man belonging to the Captain's 
Pinance. The Purport of it was a ſhort State 
of my Caſe, with a Requeſt to furniſh me with 
ſome freſh Proviſions, &c. of which the Bearer 
would give him Money to defray the Ex- 
pence. I ſoon had the following Anſwer, viz. 


To 
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To Mr. WiLLs, Surgeon, on Board the Dur- 
ringtan. 
Dear Six, 

OUR'S I have receiv'd, and hereby 
b ſend you a Duck ready roaſted, a young 
Pullet raw, a new Loaf, a Dozen of freſh Eggs, 
ſome Fruit, the beſt I can find, and two Gal- 
lons of Arrack, with one Pound of Sugar; for 
Jam heartily ſorry to hear by all your People, 
you have been ſo cruelly treated. In any of 
your Wants I ſhall be obliged to you, if you'll 
make Uſe of me for a further Supply, 


Your fincere Friend 
and humble Servant, 
Tromas Lover. 


P. S. With Regard to your Goods, I ſhall 
do my Endeavour, and deſire you'll ſend me a 
Liſt of them on Shore, or I'll come Aboard 
myſelf, if you think proper. 


It was lucky for me, that Mr. Tofts happen- 
ed to be my Centry at this Juncture: He had 
done me ſeveral Offices, and thought he ſuf- 
ficiently diſcharg*d his Duty, in preventing me 
to make my Eſcape, in caſe I had been ſo in- 
clined, without debarring me of Neceſſaries or 
Proviſions bought with my own Money 
Otherwiſe my Meſſenger Goodlet muſt certainly 
have been detected, and very probably con- 
demned and puniſhed as a Smuggler, for all 
was contraband to me.----However, we thought 
R moſt ſafe to wait *till it was dark, when the 
Supply was conveyed to me, without being ob- 

| ſerved 
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ſerved either by the Captain, or by the Spies he 
conſtantly employ'd to watch all my Motions. 
believe you'll take my Word that I made a 
very hearty Supper; for tho' this Courſe of ſtar- 
ving had made me conſiderably loſe Fleſh, yet 
excepting a Weakneſs and Debility in my Limbs, 
] emoy'd a perlect State of Health, and a. ve- 
ry good Stomach. Which in Fact were great 
Agoravations of my Sufferings ; for had I 
been Sick, leſs Nouriſhment would have ſerv'd, 
and I muſt likcwiſe have had a more ſlender Ap- 
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Indeed I had great Indulgencics from my 
Centrics, becauſe they all knew I was much 
wronged ; and beſides, as they never ſeemed to 
regard the Affair in a ſcrious Light, they 
thought themſclvcs exempted from oveying the 
Captain's Orders, according to the literal Ri- 
gour of the Words. They knew the Riſe of 
rhe Difference was purely about Mrs. S; 
and as they were ſenſible that was no judicial 
Ground of Impriſonment or ill Ulage, they 
never doubted but that all the Menaces of 
trying me for Theft and Mutiny by a Court 
Martial were only uſed to ſerve a Turn, and 
kewiſe to ſcreen the Captain from the Imputa- 
tion of the real Cauſe ; which they now con- 
cluded out of Regard to his own Character he 
would inſtantly drop, by re- inſtating me in my 
proper Station and Privileges, and which they 
ſuppoſed from the Diſpoſition I was of, I would 
willingly re-aſſume without taking any farther 
Notice. 

With Regard to myſclf, if 1 had, through 
conſciouſneſs of Guilt, ever meditated an E- 
ſcape, I might now have executed it under the 

; C Cir» 
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Circumſtances above mentioned. But that way 
the very laſt Thing which would have enter*d 
into my Thoughts. The Petty Larceny of 
the Þ Goat's Kidney was more a Laughing Mat- 
ter, than a fit Subject for the Conſideration of a 
Court. Beſides, 1 never had heard of a Court 
Martial among Eaſt-India Men, neither did 1 
believe they had any ſuch Authority or Right; 
nor have I hitherto any ſufficient Grounds tocauſe 
me to alter that Opinion; and with Reſpect to 
the Allegations againſt me of rautinous and ſedi- 
tious Exprefiions, I vow and proteſt they are 
abſolutely malicious and falſe. For though my 
private Opinion of Captain Crabb, was then, and 
is now ſuch, as I really believe he: deſerves, and 
ſuch as every diſintereſted and ingenuous Per- 
ſon muſt entertain of his Character, who reads 
and who credits the Truth of this Narrative : 
Yet never did Paſſion fo far get the Aſcendant of 
my Reaſon, as to diveſt me of a due Circum- 
ſpection and Regard of my own Preſervation. 
On the contrary, I ſtood continually on my 
Guard, and was too early and too much aware of 
his Artifices, i in order to force me to mutiny, to 
give him ſo ſignal an Advantage. A raſh Word, 
or unguarded Expreſſion, would not only have 
Clear*d his Character, and thrown all the Odi- 
um on myſelf, but would likewiſe have ſet my 
Reputation and my Life, on fo ſlender and 
precarious a Founcation, as none but a ſtark 
Madman who had no Concern for either, would 
ever have hazarded. Befides, had I really been 
guilty of utiny, is it not very ſurpriſing no- 
body ſhud be a Witneſs of it but the moſt 


+ Viee pege 61 of the firſt Part, 


aban- 
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abandoned Wretch Aboard the Ship, a * Fellow 
I never had the leaſt Intercourſe with, and who 
was the laſt Perſon I ſhould have made Choice 
of to communicate a Secret of ſo great Conſe- 
quence. For I have been always of Opinion, 
that a Villain for Selt-Intereſt, will prove un- 
faithſul, even to Villany itſelf ; and 'tis to be 
ſuppoſed; would have tound it turn moſt to 
his Account to make his Court to the Captain, 
in order to beg himſelf off from the Number- 
leſs Flogging-Bouts his Wickedneſs daily de- 
ſerved. It is much more likely I ſhould have 
endeavoured to ſow the Sedition among the Ot- 
ficers or Midſhipmen, who had Authority and 
Influence, and were more capable to back me in 
ſuch a Deſign. Tis true, there was a Creature of 
the Captain's, one Alexander Bruce, Gunner of 
the Ship, who appeared at the Court Martial, 
and made Oath, that he heard me ſay, I would 
kick up a Duſt, which the Captain interpreted 
into a down-right mutinous Expreſſion, though 
I believe he is better qualified for ſuch Enter- 
prizes himſelf, unleſs it be a Miſtake, that he 
knows 2 Propos to throw Gold Duſt in Peoples 
Eyes to conceal and to hide his own 
The Gunner I ſpeak of, was the ſame Per- 
ſon who ſo officiouſly reported the 4 Conver- 
ſation that paſſed in my Cabbin, relating to 
Mrs. Saunders; and who through a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of the juſt Averſion I bore his Character, 
endeavoured to do me all the Diſſer vice in his 
Power. 


* Vide Page 65 of the firſt Part, + Vide Page 26, 
of the Firſt Part. f 
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The Regard and Tenderneſs all Gentlemen 
have for the Fair Sex, have made me very un- 
eaſy, leſt I may have fallen under their Dilplea- 
ſure: I am afraid they will cenſure me, and will 
never believe, but that I muſt have acted very 
indiſcretely, and impudently brag'd of Favours 
to have brought Matters to ſo dangerous and 
fatal a Criſis. Perhaps it may be ſo; at leaſt 
I am willing to plead guilty, and throw my- 
ſelf intirely on their Mercy, in hopes that their 
Gentleneſs and Good-nature may be prevailed 
on to overlook this Error, which I am ſenſi- 
ble ought only to be expected in Fops and 
Coxcombs, and is very unworthy of a Man 
of Senſe. However, as I have ſeveral Things 
to allege in Mitigation of my Fault, I don't 
deſpair of a Pardon, tho' it is a Folly which 
perhaps they may be the leaſt inclinable to for- 
give. Indeed I muſt own the firſt 1s but a 
Fool's Excuſe, --- I was ſomewhat in Liquor,--- 
I have confeſſed it to my F ſpiritual Guide Dr. 
Lnfhingten, and ſcorn to retract what I faid. --- 
But then it was with my own Friends, and in 
my own Cabbin; and a Perſon who makes an 
Entertainment, muſt keep his Gueſts in Coun- 
tenance, and by his own Example, invite them 
to drink, otherwife muſt paſs for a Perſon that 
never ſaw good Company, or for a ſtingy Fel- 
low: And this Cuſtom, which prevails al- 
moſt every where, is ſtill in greater Vogue a- 
mong People that belong to the Sea, who 
would never be able to kill ſo much Time but 
for the Afiſtance of the Bottle; ſo that with- 
out this Compliance I ſhould have diſobliged 


my 
vide Page 31, of the Firſt Part, 
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my Friends, and got an ill Character: Be- 
ſides, muſt not a Lover have a Confidant? 
*tis as neceſſary as a Second in a Duel, one 
can't diſpenſe without it. And am I the firſt 
that a Confidant has betrayed ? *Tis true the 
Secret would have been ſafer with one, and 1 
was to blame to have had more. --- But then 
we had frequent Occaſion to write; and not be- 
ing able to ſerve ourſelves always by the ſame 
Perſon, were forced to have Recourſe to dif- 
ferent Hands. Then Mrs. Saunders was not a 
Girl; her Fortune was made; ſhe was Miſtreſs 
of herſelf; and, excepting a little Scandal, 
which a Woman of her Spirit may eaſily get 
over, and which Time will wear inſenſibly 
away; ſhe's neither better nor worſe than 
when I firſt ſaw her. Beſides the Woman real- 
ly meant well, and was, I believe, in the 
main, very faithful to her Duty. Nay, ſhe 
might have paſſed with ſome People for a Pla- 
tonic Lover. I remember ſhe has often told 
me, that ſhe liked me, becauſe I reſembled her 
Huſband, and was never better pleaſed than 
when ſhe ſaw me in one of his Suits of Cloaths, 
which fitted me perfectly well; and when that 
happened ſhe would often call me by his Name, 
and, I believe, ſometimes really fancied I was 
the identical Perſon. I uſed to be diverted 
with it; and being leſs capable of ideal Love 
was not diſpleaſed becauſe it was not addreſſed 
to myſelf. --- For, provided I am loved, I 
don't care much on what Account. So that 
all Circumſtances well weighed, I hope the La- 
dies, out of their natural Clemency, will give 
their Suffrage in my Favour, 


Poſiibly 
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Poſſibly I may need fewer Arguments to 
bring the Gentlemen over to my Side. I dare 
lay, Tome will recollect, that they have com- 
mitted greater Miſtakes than what I am charged 
with. For the ſame Vanity which makes ſome 
Women proud of Conqueſts, induces ſome 
Men to boaſt of Favours. Had all that I ſaid 
happened to paſs in the Latitude of London, it 
never would have been repeated twice. For 
who minds what 1s faid over a Bumper when 
People are merry, and give themſelves a Scope 
without intending to harm any Perſon? Or 
who would be ſo baſe to report what paſſes 
in ſuch Company ? There's never an Evening 
here but greater Liberties are taken, without 
either giving Offence, or indeed being taken 
any Notice of. But we were then between the 
Tropicks, where one would think the very Air 
infects one with the Jealouſy attendant on the 
Climate; and Captain -------, who took on 
him all the State of the Great Mogul, wanted, 
I ſuppoſe, to make it Death even to look on 
a Woman he made Pretenſions to. 

He thought himſelf happy, no doubt, when 
he got her fairly aſhore, that they might be at Li- 
berty to bathe together, as they pleaſed, without 
being expoſed to the Eyes of the Curious. He 
carried her off with great Pomp. In the Morn- 
ing the Pinance was ordered to be manned, 
and the Boat's Crew cloathed in laced Waiſt- 
coats, (bought I ſuppoſe in Monmouth-Street.) 
Then to my very great Surprize, 1 heard Fid- 
dle and Drum ftrike up, and the Lady was 
handed into the Boat by the Captain: Upon 
which the Ship's Company, who had manned 


the Side and Shrouds, to do them * 
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firſt gave them three loud Huzzas ; and after- 
wards, by what I have ſince heard, burſt out 
into a general Laugh at the Novelty of the Pa- 
rade. I was watching all this while, to fee if 
I could get one Peep; and at laſt, when the 
Boat dropt aſtern of the Ship, ko ſhould I 
ſee, by a ſmall Light through the Gun-room 
Port-hole, but my ance dear Charmer, and the 
Captain cloſe by her Side, holding an Umbrella 
over her Head, to defend her dear Face from 
the Injury of the Sun. Methought I had a 
Look from her by her turning her Head ſud- 
denly about, and a Token by a Handkerchief, 
which I interpreted, Be eaſy, for now 1 will 
perform my Promiſe.” 

However, as the Captain was now aſhore, 
and might prejudice People againſt me, by 
gloſling | over the Story in his own Favour, I 
thought it very neceſſary to pre-ingage my 
Friends, by acquainting them with the Matters 
of Fact, and immediately ſet about the fol- 
lowing Letter to Captain William Lane. 


Dear Sir, 


Have herewith ſent you the Letters directed 

to you from your Friends in England, who 
were all well when I came away. I ſuppoſe 
you have already heard of the ſtrange Doings 
aboard our Ship. I aſſure you I ſcarcely ever 
thought to have ſeen Bombay, and it you was 
to know in what Manner have been confined, 
you would think it a Miracle that I have «{- 
caped with Life. In croſſing the Lin 
almoſt ſuffocated with Heat, and an © 
weak, that when I come into tue 0p +. ir. 
am Juſt ready to expire. All tuat I am c. 


1 
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with, is ſtealing a Goat's Kidney, purely to 
preſcrve my Li te: For ! declare, betore God, 
I had nothing to eat thirty Hours before I 
was confined, and a Centry, with a drawn 
Sword placed over me; and all the Ship's Com- 
pany were ſtrictly enjoined not to give me the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance, on peril of being whipp'd, and 
having their Wounds pickled. All theſe Sex 
verities are owing to no Cauſe on Earth, but to 
Captain Crabb's Jealouſy of me in Regard to 
Mrs. Saunders, whom he has brought back to 
your Town again in his own Ship. What further 
he intends to 5 with me, I can't tell; but I 
hope in God for a Deliverance ſoon, othereide | 
can't live much longer in this Situation. There- 
fore, Dear Sir, 1 beg you will ſtand my Friend 
on this Occaſion. I am abſcnt from all that is 
moſt dear to me in Exgland, and hope you 
will do your Endeavours to obtain my Dif- 
charge out of the Service, which ſhall always 
be moſt gratefully acknowledged as the greateſt 
Service that poſſibly can be done to a Friend 
in Diſtreſs. Your Compliance with this Re- 
queſt, will never be forgot while I live: And 
1 dare ſay, you will have the hearty Prayers 
of my little Family in England. Hoping te 
hear from you ſoon, I remain, 


Dear S 1 R, 
Your moſt obeatent 
Durrington, 
OR. 28, 1748. Humble Servant, 


Will. WILLS. 


The 
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The ANSWER. 

Should have anſwered your's directly, but 
it happens to be my Guard-day, I defire 
you will not ſuffer yourſelf to be ſo much caſt 
down; for the News of your's and the Cap- 
tain's Intrigues are over all the Town; ſo that 
you will find more Friends here than you 
thought of. The Ladies are much ſcandalized 
at Mrs. Saunder's Behaviour, and are deter- 
mined to refuſe viſiting her, if it was only for 
the monſtrous Uſage you have received on her 
Account. Your Captain has been over all the 
Town for a Lodging for her, but has had 
ſome Difficulty to meet with ons to ſuit his 
Conveniency ; for he has had ſeveral Denials; 
at laſt I underſtand ſhe is to go to the Houſe 
of Mrs. Widow, who is much about as good 
as herſelf. I fancy the Men will make her 
the firſt Viſit. For I ſuppoſe ſhe has been ſo 
long habituated to Male Converſation aboard 
a Ship, that ſhe can eaſily diſpenſe with the 
Company of the Women. No doubt Captain 
Crabb is much chagrined, that we ſhould know 
as much as himſelf. But I don't ſee how he 
could imagine to keep ſecret what paſſed ſo 
openly above Board, unleſs he had cut all his 
Peoples Tongues out. I aſſure you, the Story 
has made us all alive, for there's nothing elſe 
talked of. -However, I ſhall loſe no Time to 
make Intereſt with my Friends, and endeavour 
to ſerve you, tho' in my Opinion, you have 
no real Cauſe to be ſo uneaſy. For I don't ſee 


upon what Grounds he can proceed further 
D againſt 
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againſt you, was he never ſo much inclined. 
But be it as it will, I ſhall ſend you more cer- 
tain Accounts To-morrow, or the Day follow- 


ing. 


— d 1% : 


Bombay, OR. 28. Your ſincere Friend, 
Six in the Evening. 


WILLIAM LANE. 


This friendly Letter put me in Spirits a good 
deal, though I could never entirely rid myſelf 
of the Apprehenſions of a Court-Martial. 1 
was much afraid, that there might be Per- 
ſons, who, for the Sake of a Reward, would 
be baſe enough to ſwear away my Life. 1 
remember one Night, about Eleven o' Clock, 
as I lay in Bed, ſome Body came to the Door 
of the Gun-room, and repeated theſe Words ; 
Doctor Will,, plead Guilty, and you will 
find Mercy from Captain Crabb.“ I called 
out directly to the Centry, Who is it ſpeaks 
there? No Body anſwered. --- At laſt, ſays 
the Centry, after a little Pauſe, I don't know 
who it is, but I believe it will be the beſt Way 
to plead guilty. I anſwered, that I was not 
guilty of what was laid to my Charge, and 
that I ſhould ſay ſo to the laſt Day I had to 
live. This alarmed me prodigioufly, and I 
was under the greateſt Diſpondency when I re- 
ceived the following Letter. 


SIR, 
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SIX, 


EVERAL of my Acquaintances and my- 
ſelf went to drink Tea with your Captain 
and his Lady, partly out of Curioſity, and 
with an Intention to have made up the Breach, 
it we found an Opportunity ; but I have learned, 
that he has been endeavouring to prevail on the 
Governor to try you aſhore for Mutiny, by 
a Court Martial : And that the Governor has 
made Anſwer, That all Miſdemeanours com- 
mitted at Sea, muſt be tried on Board; and 
that as one of the King's Admirals is now in 


India, he told him, that the Surgeon mult be 


ſent to him to be tried by a proper Court; for 
that he had no Authority for ſo doing, nei- 
ther did the Eaſt- India Company's Charters 
contain any ſuch Privilege, for that it belong- 
ed to the Royal Flag only. The Governor 
further gave it as his Advice, either to carry 
you home Priſoner to England, or ſend you to 
Admiral Boſcawen. Upon this he deſired the 
Governor's Leave to try you himſelf, with 
ſuch of the India Captains as were then in 
Town. To which, I am credibly informed, 
the Govennor replied, He might do in that as 
he pleaſed : He would have no Hand nor be 
ſeen in it. I fee *tis in vain to attempt any 
Thing for you ; for he is more like a Madman 
than a Perſon in his Senſes, and inſiſts, that 
you ſhall clear up Mrs. Saunder's Character be- 
fore he leaves the Iſland, and is endeavouring 
to perſuade his Brother Captains to try you by 
2 Court Martial of his own; but, I ſuppoſe, 
D 2 by 


(28) 


by To-morrow Morning, he will be of a cooler 
Way of thinking. I am, in the Interim, 


Your aſſured Friend, and 


Oct. 29. in the Humble Servant, 
Evening. 


William LANE. 


And next Day I had the Letter following; 


. 


O U ſee I ſlip no Opportunity of ac- 
* quainting you with your Captain's Pro- 
ceedings; for I underſtand he has plied very 
warmly ſeveral of the Captains, and even ſome 
People aſhore, to patch up a Court-Martial 
on you To- morrow Morning. For my Part, 
I think they are very ſilly, to let the Captain's 
Wine and Punch draw them into a Scrape. 
In my Opinion, their Intentions are bad againſt 
you. If you'd follow my Advice, as you are 
abſent from all your Friends, plead not one 
Word to them, but deſire to be carried home 
to England, to be tried by the Laws of your 
Country. When they bring you aſhore, I 
ſhall take Care to be there to ſee what this 
wock Court-Martial is compoſed of. I deſire 
you'll keep up your Spirits; for, in my Opi- 
nion, they cannot hurt a Hair of your Head, 
—— violating both the Laws of God and 

an. 


Jam, Your's, &c. 
October 30. 


WiLLiam Lang, 


P. S- 
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P. S. ] have ſent you a Supply of Proviſions, 
and when you come aſhore, you ſhall want for 
nothing I can aſſiſt you in. | 


This laſt Night I paſſed with unexpreſſible 
Uncaſineſs: What with the Advice Captain 


Lane had given me of their wicked Deſigns 


againſt me, and what I thought ſtill harder, 
that I had not received the leaſt Intimation of a 
Trial, in order that I might have prepared my- 
ſelf; nor a Copy of the Accuſation given me 
by the Judge Advocate, as 1s the Cuſtom on 
ſuch Occaſions: So that I could not have had 
leſs fair Play, had I been in the Portugueſe In- 
quiſition itſelf. 

But the Day of Trial, (the 31ſt of October) 
was to come at laſt, and about Nine o' Clock 
in the Morning Mr. Henry Riddal, our third 
Mate, came to me where I was confined in the 
Gun-room, and told me, I muſt get myſelf 
ready preſently to go aſhore under the Guard 
of a Serjeant and four Soldiers, (which the Cap- 
tain had hired + on Purpoſe, with their Arms 
and Accoutrements) to take my Trial at the 
Court-Martial. I do believe Mr. Riddal was 
far from being fond of ſuch a Commiſſion : He 
took me aſide and told me, he was very ſorry 
to come with ſo ungrateful a Meſſage, but that 
he was obliged to do his Duty. I very readily 
excuſed him. Then he informed me, that the 
Captain and he had been at Variance for " 

t 


+ *Tis very common for the Soldiers of this Garriſon to 
be let out in this Manner to any Body that will give ſo 
many Rupees a Day. Such is Zaſt-Ixdig Diſcipline ! 
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two Months, and that he had been determined 
to leave him till that very Hour, when the 
Captain had ſent for him and made Matters up. 
Therefore deſired I would take no Exceptions 
againſt him, becauſe he was the Perſon pitched 
upon for this Office ; for that he could not well 
decline it on that Account. I have only one 
Advice to give you, continued he, The Cap- 
tain ſays, he will make an Example of you; 
therefore, be on your guard, and don't anſwer 
one Word to what they lay to your Charge.--- 
For *tis all a Sham, and that Woman 
Mrs. Saunders is the Occaſion of it all. 

Upon which my Centry {ſaac Shank deli- 
vered me up to the Care of the Serjeant and 
his Men. I thought that I remarked a ſenſible 
Concern in the Countenances of the Ship's Com- 
pany as we put off. In a ſmall Boat, juſt before 
us, went Captain Crabb's Witneſſes. I can't ſay, 
but I was rejoiced to get out of my miſerable 
Confinement, though it was into an old Boat 
that belonged to the Town. The Perſon who 
ſteered it was Thomas Jenkins, the Captain's 
Coxſwain, who heard a conſiderable Part of the 
Trial. | 

Having got aſhore at a Place called the 
Sandy Beach, the Soldiers took hold of me, and 
ied me for the Space of thirty or forty Yards. 
I was ſo weak with my paſt Sufferings, that I 
was ready to faint as I walked aleng. The 
Serjeant was ſo kind as not to hurry me; and 
when we juſt came within the Bazar Gate of 
Bombay, 1 ſaw Captain Crabb, who was waiting 
tor us, at a little Diſtance, make a Signal with 
2 walking Stick he had in his Hand ; upon 
which my Guard reſted their Arms and hy 

| The 


1 


The Witneſſes that came with us * moved 
forward, and I obſerved the Captain in cloſe 
Diſcourſe with them, under a large Tree, for 
about a Quarter of an Hour. During that 
Time there was a Mob gathered round me; 
I heard ſome of them ſay, Keep up your 
Heart, Doctor, *tis nothing but a Love Af- 
% fair. They can't do you any great Harm.“ 


While others told me, „That I was to be 


tried by a Petticoat Court Martial, and that 
„ Mrs. Saunders was to fit Preſident.” Ar 
laſt the Captain made another Signal : The 
Guard recovered their Arms, and moved on. 

I was conducted to the Houſe of Thomas 
Lane, Marine Pay-Maſter, where the Court- 
Martial was held, with a great Croud at my 
Heels. When I entered the Room where 
were my Judges, they ordered the Serjeant to 
take me into a back Room, where this Mr. 
Lane was writing ; and near the Space of ten 
Minutes after, Orders came from the Court- 
Martial to the Guard, to bring me before them. 
As I went on I looked at my Watch, and 
found it was juſt fifteen Minutes paſt Ten in 
the Forenoon. 

Round a large Table, covered with green 
Cloath, ſat my Judges, viz. George Jackſon, 
Captain of the Eſex, Preſident ; William Pin- 
nel, of the Stretham ; Philip Joddrel, of the 
Orford ; and Richard Crabb, of the Durrington, 
all Captains of Eaft Indiamen ; George England, 
Maſter of a coaſting Veſſel called the Bombay 
Grab; Samuel Hough, Maſter-Attendant on the 

Dock- 

* Their Names are Jobs Cooper, Fifth Mate; William 


Steel, Joyner ; William Fofler, Armourer; William Snitb, 
Soldier, and Nathaniel Williard, Caulker's Mate. 
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Dock-Yard at Bombay, and the ſaid Thomas 
Lane, Eſq; Marine Pay-maſter. There lay a 
Book on the Table, but whether it was a Bible 
or Common- Prayer, I can't ſay, I doubt much 
if it was either the one or the other. There 
was likewiſe Pens and Ink, and a Sheet of Wri- 
ting Paper. 
After a ſhort Pauſe, the Preſident ordered 

Captain Crabb's Witneſſes to be called, and 
cauſed Mr. William Eftwick Jennings, his Pur- 
ſer, to take the Book in his Hand, and admini- 
ſter the Oaths. The firſt Witnels that appear- 
ed was William Smith, (Soldier) who ſwore that 
I ſtole a Goa?*s Kidney, the Property of Captain 
Crabb ; but he ſaid, that he believed I was hun- 
gry when I took it, and had not my Victuals as 
others had, which occaſioned me ſo to do 
and that he heard me damn the Captain, becauſe 
it was not big enough. The next was Natha- 
mel Willard, Caulker's Mare ; he likewiſe ſwore 
that I ſtole the K7dney, and that I threatened to 
throw the Hind Quarter over-board ; and be- 
ing interrogated if he knew what had become 
of that Hind-Quarter, which was never found 
afterwards, he ſaid he could not tell; but I ap- 
peared to be ſo very hungry he ſaid at the Time, 
he believed it went the ſame Way as the Krdney. 
Afterwards came William Steal, (Joyner) who 
depoſed that he ſaw me take the Kidney, but did 
not ſee me eat it, and believed I had put it into 
my Pudding to boil, as the Captain had cauſed 
to make ſuch ſtrict Search for it the next Day ; 
and being asked with Regard to the Hind-Quar- 
ter, he anſwered, that he heard me ſwear I would 
toſs it overboard ; but he believed I did not, 


but cat it likewiſe, as it was miſſing next Day. 
Jobs 
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John Cooper (fifth Mate) made Oath, that he 
flaw me eat the K:dnzy the Day before the Cap- 
tain cauſed Search for it among the Mens Pud- 
dings, and that tell a ſwearing againſt the Cap- 
tain, becauſe I had no more to eat; but that he 
knew nothing touching the Hind-Quarter. And 
that he heard me ſay the Captain wanted to 
- ſtarve me to Death on Account of Mrs. Saun— 
ders, but that By G he ſhould hear of it one 
Day or another. And being asked it I had 
made very free with that Lady's Reputation 
Aboard the Ship. Yes, ſaid he, I believe the 
Doctor dreſſed her Leg too openly, that's all “. 
The Court burſt out a Laughing at theſe Words; 
but Captain Crabb turning about, gave him a 
ſour Look, upon which he told the Court that 
he had nothing farther to ſay. William Faſter 
(Armourer) made Oath only to ſtealing the 


Kidney. And laſt of all came James M bite, 


who depoſed, that I damned the Captain for 
ſtarving me, and that he heard me ſay, if all 
the Ship's Company was of my Mind, I would 
tie up and whip the Captain in the Place of him 
(the ſaid bite) who was then going to be 
flogg' d. He was farther interrogated by Cap- 
tain Pinne! (who I remarked ſmiled ſeveral 
Times during the Examination) it he thought 
the Captain had ever given me any Occaſion to 
behave in ſuch a Manner. He anſwered he could 
not tell; but that it was the Opinion of the 
Ship's Company I was out of my Senſes, or 
in Love. He was then asked what he meant 
by Love. A Cook's Shop, ſaid he, that's all. 


we Peft-India Trade. 
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This produced a ſecond Laugh, and ſo ended 
their Examination. 

Then Captain Crabb, my only Accuſer, and 
likewiſe my Judge, roſe from his Seat to come 
and give his Oath, which I thought very illegal 
and very unjuſt. Gentlemen, lays he, by the 
Oath I have taken, I have always uſed the Pri- 
foner as well as he deſerved, and allowed him his 
Share of Proviſions as a common Jack, which 
in Fact, was more than he merited. For if 
Surgeons won't oblige their Commanders in all 
Reſpects F whatever, I fee no Reaſon why they 
ſhould not be treated with al} Marks of Igno- 
miny and Contempt; for, Gentlemen, we are not 
obliged to let them eat at our own Tables, un- 
leſs we think proper, and that their Behaviour is 
ſuch, as gives us Satisfaction. As for the Pri- 
ſoner, he is a very ſorry Fellow, which is the 
Reaſon I turn'd him about the Ship, to get his 
Victuals as he could; adding, that he never 
had uſed a Surgeon ill before; which I flatly 
deny to be true, for he may recollect that 
feveral who have gone Surgeons with him in 
his Voyages to India, were treated, all Cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, little better than my- 
ſelf. | 

Then the Preſident ſummifig up the Evi- 
dence, asked me, Guilty, or not Guilty. I beg- 
ged that for God's Sake JI might be carried 
home Priſoner to England, in any Ship but 
Captain Cralb's, and there tried by the Laws of 
my own Country. The Preſident replied, * We 
have Authority from the Honourable William 
Wake, Eſq; Governor, to hold this Court Mar- 

tial 


+ T ſuppoſe, had my Wife been on Board, I muſt hays 
been'a contented Cuckold to pleaſe my Commander: 
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tial, therefore defend yourſelf. I again made 
the ſame Requeſt. They all ſaid they would 
not grant it. I told them I was to the Know- 
ledge of all the Ship's Company, moſt cruelly 
{ſtarved Aboard by the Steward's not letting me 
have my due Allowance of Victuals; and that 
it was extremely hard I ſhould be brought a- 
| ſhore without having timely Warning to pre- 
pare myſelf, and afterwards uſed in ſo ſhock- 
ing a Manner; and was going on, when the Pre- 
ſident called for the King's Articles of War. 
But unluckily there was never a Copy of them 
in the Houſe. I was ſurpriſed how they came 
to forget that; however, Captain Crabb ſtarted 
up, and ordered his Coxſwain to go fetch them 
from on Board the Durrington. When he re- 
turned, the Preſident read aloud that Part 
touching Theft, and mutinous Expreſſions, and 
then called out, Guilty, or not Guilty, I an- 
ſwered the third Time, that I inſiſted to be 
carried home, and tried by the Laws of my 
own Country. Then, ſays Mr. Samuel Hough, 
if the Depoſition of James White is true, he de- 
ſerves to be ſhot through the Head inſtantly. I 
thought I ſhould have died out-right, to ſee I 
ſhould have no Juſtice done me, and that the 
Governor ſhould fit careleſsly at Home, while ſo 
Aagrant an Act of Oppreſſion was exerciſed in 
his Juriſdiction. I told them I ought to have 
had timely Notice how, and for what Cauſe I 
was to be tried, in order to prepare myſelf. 
That I had not had Time to ſpeak to one Per- 
ſon to give Evidence for me; neither was any 
Perſon permitted to ſpeak to me, *till I was 
carried aſhore under Guard that very Morning 
and that, through ill Uſage, I was rendered ſo 
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weak, that I ought to have had a few Days 
Refreſhment before the Trial. The Preſident 
ſaid, will you ſwear that you had not your Al- 
lowance of Victuals? I anſwered, I would. 
Here, Mr. Jennings, ſays he, ſwear the Pri- 
ſoner : And juſt as he was going to reach me 
the Book, Captain Crabs roſe up and ſaid, Mr. 
Preſident, tis not proper to ſwear the Priſoner* ; 
accordingly they did nor. 

Afterwards Captain Crabs called in Alexander 
Bruce, Gunner. That Fellow had often in- 
ſulted me in my Diſtreſs, which ſometimes oc- 
caſioned high Words to pais between us. He 
made Oath, That I threatened to kick up à 
Duſt in the Ship. The worthy Members of 
the Court laid all their Heads together, to un- 
ravel the Miſtery of this Expreſſion. After a 
brown Study, Captain Foddrel found out, that 
it was a mutinous one. Applauſe went round 
the Table, and it was minuted down accord- 
ingly. Then I was asked, what I had to offer 
againſt theſe Depoſitions, and where were my 
Witneſſes. I anſwered, that they were all 
aboard, excepting Henry Bagling, a Soldier, 
who uſed to bring what Victuals the Captain 
allowed me; and who, I told them, could 
give a very good Account of the Sufferings I 
had undergone. I could the berter depend on 
Bagling, becauſe he belonged to the Garriſon, 
and had no further Dependance on Capt. Crabb ; 
who immediately got up; and, with an af- 
fected Sneer, told the Preſident, that this Wit- 
neſs of mine was a meer Ideot. However, he 

Was 


Were not our Za//-I:-4ia Captains well acquainted 
with the Form of Courts-Martial ? 
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was ordered to be called; and, what is ſtrange, 
Captain Crabs went to the Door himſelf, to 
tell the Serjeant, you may be ſure, to ſend one 
of his Guard in queſt of him. While they 
were ſeeking for Bagling, he deſired Leave of 
the Preſident to bring' in his own Steward, 
Chriſtopher Smith, who ſerved out my Provi- 
ſions, as you have ſeen in the firſt Part; who 
was, he ſaid, as good a Witneſs, and as good 
a Judge of the Affair as Bagling, and who 
would {wear to the contrary of all that I had 
advanced. He was called in accordingly, and 
being determined, like a truſty Trojan, to ſerve 
his Maſter through thick and thin, made it ap- 
pear, before all the Members of the Court, 
That there was never a Man aboard the Ship, 
who had his Proviſions more punctually, and 
more honeſtly diſtributed in Weight and Mea- 
ſure, than myſelf. This was a ſad Blow to 
me; I longed for Bagling prodigiouſly ; I cal- 
led out to know if he was found, and was an- 
ſwered in the Negative. Then Orders were 
given a ſecond Time to go and find him our. 
Why, you don't look as it you had been 
ſtarved? ſays the Preſident. And, Lord 
knows, at this Time I was hardly able to 
ſtand upon my Legs. But pray what was the 
Reaſon you was turned from the Captain's 
Table? I know of none, Sir, ſays I, Captain 
Crabb may acquaint you, with his, it he 
pleaſes. No,---but what then do you ſuppoſe 
was the Reaſon ? I made anſwer, that, I ſup- 
poſed, they all knew well enough, it was on 
Account of Mrs. S2unders. How came that 
about, ſaid they, all pretending to be much 
ſurpriſed ? Gentlemen, ſays I, once for all, 
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that is entirely out of the Queſtion ; I am here 
by the Accuſation of Captain Crabb, and I 
know no Buſineſs ſhe has here at all. He is a 
ſorry Fellow, rejoined the Captain, (ſtrutting 
and putting on the Air of a Gallant) he has 
defamed a Lady's Character, and there's no- 
thing can make me Satisfaction for the Injury 
ſhe has received. I remarked, that a great 
many People wanted to come into the Room 
where I was tried, and I took Notice, they 
were prevented by the Guard of Soldiers that 
brought me aſhore. At the Entrance of the 
Door where Captain Crabb's Witneſſes ſtood, 
was Mr. Niddal, his third Mate, who, I be- 
lieve, heard the whole Trial; and Mr. Larri- 
more, Surgeon of the Stretham, and the Sur- 
geon of the Eſſex, whoſe Names ] have forgot: 
IT likewiſe obſerved, that there were two of the 
Soldiers we brought over from England, whole 
Names are Edward Windſor and Richard Philips, 
how they got in, I can't tell, for the Guard at 
the Door had Orders to let no Perſon enter but 
whom the Court approved of. By this Time 
the Meſſenger returned, and acquainted the 
Court, that my Witneſs was not to be found. 
---'Tis very likely, ſays Captain Pinnel, that 
the Fellow has fallen aſleep ſomewhere, under 
one Tree or another, after having been ſo long 
at Sea. I thought it very hard they would 
not comply with my Requeſt, to ſend out for 
him the third Time. Then Mr. Samuel Hough 
addrefling himſelf to Captain Crabb, enquired 
if any Perfon was concerned with me, or en- 
couraged me to uſe ſuch mutinous Expreſſions. 
No, Sir, faid I, anſwering for Captain Crabb, 


no Perſon was concerned with me; the Ship's 
Com- 
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Company are all innocent, as I am myſelf; 
for no man was admitted to ſpeak to me when 
I was in Diſtreſs, for Want of Nouriſhment to 
keep me alive, and no Man was permitted to 
give me any. You don't look as if you had 
been ſtarved aboard, ſaid they all again. I 
was to the Knowledge of the whole Ship's Com- 
pany, replied I, with ſome Heat ; and *tis more 
than you all dare anſwer for, to try me after 
this unjuſt and illegal Manner; and I expect 
no Mercy from any of you. At theſe Words 
they all ſtood up in a R and called out, 
Here, Serjeant, carry this Priſoner away to the 
Caſtle, without giving me Time to produce 
one ſingle Witneſs in my Bchalt. 

Such were the Proceedings of this ſham 
Court-Martial! Juſt as the Serjeant and his 
Guard were conducting me out of Mr. Lane's 
Houſe, who ſhould I ſee but Henry Bagling, 
my intended Witneſs. I inſiſted, that the Ser- 
jeant ſhould go back with me, that the Court 
might examine this Witneſs, who had been 
twice ſent for by their own Order. The Ser- 
Jeant replied, That I muſt excuſe him, for the 
Court-Martial's Orders muſt be obeyed. When 
they had led me into the Caſtle, the Serjeant 
bid me ſtand *till he went to open the Door of 
my Priſon. I enquired what Sort of a Place 
it was. He anſwered, that it was the Dungeon 
of the Garriſon. Good God! ſaid I, will my 
Troubles never have an End ; I ſhall die, Ser- 
Jeant, if you put me in here. Sir, ſaid he, I 

am very forry for it, but muſt obey Orders. 
By this Time the Door was opened, and they 
inſiſted I muſt go in. At the Sight of this 
Prager, which was a very damp Place, 2 
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where there was but juſt a glimmering Light, 
I gave myſelf over for loſt : My Strength failed 
me, and they muſt have dragged me in, had 
not Captain John Stanton, who had the Guard, 
been paſſing that Way, and aſked the Serjeant, 
what he was going to do. He anſwered, that 
he had Orders from the Court-Martial to put 
me into that Dungeon. You look as if you 
was ſick, Sir? ſaid the Captain to me. --- You 
carry the Man to a certain Death. I'll have 
no ſuch Doings here *till I acquaint the Gover- 
nor : Therefore, Serjeant, carry the Priſoner 
into the Guard-room, and lay him on my Bed, 
till you hear further from me. When Captain 
Stanton returned, Doctor, ſaid he, have a 
good Heart, I have provided better Lodgings 
for you; the Governor has ordered you to be 
carried to the Houſe of Enſign Fobn M*Gowan, 
who lives here in the Caſtle; and where, I 
believe, you will be very well. Before all 
this was done, it was juſt about Two o' Clock 
in the Afternoon. 

I found a moſt kind agreeable Landlord in 
Mr. M*Gowan, to whom, after ſome Retreſh- 
ment, and a Glaſs of Wine, I recounted all the 
Story. I needed ſleep no leſs; for what, with 
being on my Legs ſo long in the Court, ban- 
died about from Place to Place, and put into 
bodily Fear and Dread of the Dungeon, I pre- 
ſently went to Bed. | 

Next Morning, (Nov. 1.) my Deliverer, 
Capt. Stanton, came to enquire after my Health; 
I deſired the Favour of kim to carry a Letter 
from me to Captain Crabb; in which I had 
made a Demand for ſome of my wearing Ap- 
parel, ſome Money and Neceſſaries, which were 


aboard, 


( 41) 


aboard, having been called away in ſuch 4 
Hurry, that I had brought nothing with me 
but what was on my Back ; beſides, that I 
could not then know whither I ſhould be re- 
manded back to the Ship. And though Captain 
Stanton backed my Letter very genteely, by 
requeſting it himſelf, he had the ill Manners 
to ſay, D-—n the Raſcal, by G—, he ſhall 
have nothing *till the Sentence of the Court- 
Martial is executed upon him. 

I was much at a Loſs to conjecture what 
the Sentence was to be. Sometimes I thought 
they would not dare to proceed any farther 
againſt me, conſidering the Circumſtances of 
my Trial, and that I was not allowed to have 
one Perſon to give Evidence on my Behalf. 
At other Times I apprehended the Captain's 
Malice would puſh Things to the laſt Extremi- 
ty. For what Purpoſe am I guarded elle, ſaid 
I to myſelf, (for there was a Centinel at each 
of Mr. M*Gowan's Doors, who were regularly 
relieved) but to inflict a worſe Puniſhment on 
me than the Dungeon itſelf? If they had a 
Mind to have deſiſted, they would have diſ- 
miſs'd me from the Service at once, and ſent 
me my Things aſhore, and then left me to ſhiſt 
for myſelf. But I had good Grounds to ſu- 
ſpect the worſt from this Circumſtance, that 
Mr. Jennings, Captain Fackſon's Purſer, and 
who acted as Judge-Advocate at the Court- 
Martial, came about Nine o'Clock in the 
Morning, and told Mr. M*Gowan, in my 
hearing, That he had been ordered, by his 
Captain, to write out my Sentence, which, as 
ſoon as he had read, he ſaid, he had refuſed to 
do: That the ow was very angry _ 

im 
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kim on that Account, and had inſiſted upon 
it for a long Time; but that he was very forry 
for what he had already done in taking the De- 

oſition of Captain Cra##*s Evidences, and 
would be no further concerned in ſuch a dirty 
Affair. He added, that upon his abſolutely 
declining the Office, Captain Crabs had got 
his own Purſer, William Leſlie, to do the Jobb; 
and that it was carricd three Times in to the 
Governor to ſign; at leaſt, I am ſure, conti- 
nued he, it was carried in twice ; for, I my- 
felt ſaw Zee go twice in with Papers in his 
Hands. And has the Governor ſigned it then, 
ſaid I? I can't for certain ſay, but 1 ſuppoſe he 

as, replied he. We deſired he would be fo 
good to acquaint us what the Sentence was. 
But he defired to be excuſed ; for he faid, that 
poſitively he would neither concern himſelf on 
the one Side nor the other. But, ſaid Mr. 
M*Gewan, it can never be of any Prejudice to 
the Doctor, becauſe that he has not had any 
Intimation of it on the Part of the Court ; nor 
do I believe, that ever the Governor will ſign 
any Sentence before that the Court has notified 
it to the Doctor themſelves. Mr. Jennings de- 
fired he would aſk him no Queſtions about the 
Matter; tor that, in a very ſhort Time, it 
would be publickly known; and that, for his 
j Part, he thought it a moſt extraordinary 
Affair. 

This Converſation paſſed in the ſame Room 
where I lay a-bed, and Captain Lane and Stan- 
ton, who were in Company with Enſign 

 M*Gowan, ſeemed all to whiſper together, 
which I could not tell the Meaning of. I 
thought one of them ſaid, they are going to 
hang 
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hang the Doctor, but 1 imagined they only 
ſpoke in _ They often preſſed me to drink 
of ſome Wine they had on the Table, which I 
thought was a little unuſual at that Hour. But 
you'll fee I had Occaſion for it all preſently. 
The Time, as Mr. Jennings ſaid, was really 
very fhort indeed ; for two Hours afterwards, 
on the ſame Day, (which was the gd of No- 
vember) viz, about Eleven o'Clock, Captain 
Stanton, who had the Guard, received Orders 
to come to demand my Body of Mr. M*Gowan. 
Upon which Mr. M*Gewan came to tell me, 
Captain Stanton wanted to ſpeak with me. I 
immediately got up, and put on my Cloaths. 
They accompanied me tn the Caſtle Gate, 
where, to my vaſt Surprize, I ſaw a Negroe, 
who was Hangman of the Town, ready to re- 
ceive me, with a large Rope in one Hand, and 
a naked Broad Sword in the other. The Cap- 
tain called one Lawley, who was Serjeant of 
the Guard, and delivered me to him. Me- 
thought. he looked as much confounded as my- 
felf. What, ſays I, have they given me no 
Time then to prepare myſelf for the other 
World? O that ever I ſhould have come into 
the Eaſt- India Service! Is the Governor deaf 
to all Captain Crabb's Barbarity ? Pray, tor 
God's Sake, Captain, go to him, and inter- 
cede only for a few Days to live? Says the 
Hangman, Sir, I muſt put this Rope about 
your Neck.—Stand off, I have done no Harm, 
faid I; let me only acquaint the Governor of 
it, as he is now at Home. It is the Court- 
Martial's Orders, ſays John Williamſon, Cap- 
tain Foddrel's Steward, (who brought the laſt 


Orders to Captain Stanton) that the Hangman 
F 2 muſt 
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muſt put the Halter about your Neck. Here, 
ſays he to the Hangman, do your Duty. As 
the Hangman was endeavouring to force it 
about, 1 begged of Serjeant Lawlev, with 
Tears running down my Cheeks, that I might 
ſpeak once more to Captain Scanton. I prayed 
him, for God's Sake, to run to the Gover- 
nor; for that I was not prepared to die. Doc- 
tor, anſwered the Captain, the Governor is out 
of the Way, and will not concern himſelf 
with Captain Crabb's Proceedings, whether 
they are juſt or unjuſt. Was not this hard ? 
After a long Struggle, the Hangman knocked 
of my Hat and Wig, and forced the Rope 
about my Neck. The Villain drew it ſo tight, 
that I believe he would have ſtrangled me in a 
few Minutes, had it not been for ſome Gentle- 
men ſtanding by, who heard me often cry out, 
O Lord, he will choak me! In this Manner I 
was dragged through the Town, with a vaſt 
Number of the Town's People following us. 
Now and then the Raſcal would give me a ſud- 
den Jerk, which hurt me very much; for 1 
ſuppoſe he was well paid for male treating me. 
I could hear the Mob ſay, What is Crab& 
going to do with his Surgeon ? He has done 
us no Harm here: Why ſhould he be uſed in 
this Manner amongſt us? Others would cry 
out, Lord receive the poor Doctor's Soul. 
Really, I thought I ſhould have died before I 
got to the Water Side, where one of the 
Town's Boats was waiting for me; in which 
were Poles tied acroſs, and five Men faſtened 
thereto, with their Arms extended, and Iron 
Crows faſtened to their Feet, that they might not 
flinch, when whipp*d, I asked them for 2 

they 
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they were to ſuffer. They told me they did not 
know; that they belonged to Captain Joddrel, 
and that Captain Crabb ſat on their Court-. 
Martial, the Day before I was tried, as Preſi- 
dent. Then I aſked Serjeant Lawley what they 
were to do with me? He made anſwer, that 
he did not know. —— rowed us along Side 
of the Durrington; all Hands were upon Deck, 
and Captain Crabb, looking over the Ship's 
Side, called out, D---- that Raſcal, hold the 
Halter up Hangman; and you, Serjeant, take 
off that Fellow's Hat, meaning me. Then he 
ordered Anthony Lucas to read a long Paper 
Writing, which was to the Effect following, 
VIZ. 


By the Conſent of the Honourable William 
Wake, Eſq; Governor of Bombay, a Court- 
Martial is held, where the Court finds, 
that Iſaac Jefferies, Thomas Edwards, Jobn 
Taylor, William Groves, and Richard En- 
gland, all Fore-maſt Men, belonging to 
the Ship Orferd, are guilty of mutinous 
Expreſſions ; four of which are to receive 
thirty-ſix Laſhes at each of the Ships, the 
-Durrington, Stretham, Orford, and Eſſex ; 
and the other of them having pleaded the 
Mercy of the Court, is therefore excuſed 
from the Puniſhment : And William Wills, 
Surgeon, is found guilty of Theft and 
Mutinous Expreſſions ; and, to deter all 
others from the like Crimes for the fu- 
ture, he is to be diſgraced by the common 
Hangman, holding a Halter about his 
Neck, and for ever to be diſch@ged from 
the Company's Service, and tobe carried 


along 
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along Side of every Ship in the Harbour, 
and then remanded to the Priſon of the 
Caſtle, whence he was brought, and there 
to remain *till an Eng/ih Man of War 
ſhall come here to carry him back to Eu- 
gland. 


Then the Serjeant called out, Give theſe four 
Men thirty-ſix Laſhes a-picce ; which was ac- 
cordingly done. 

While they were flogging away, Captain 
Crabb was glutting his Eyes with my ſad Diſ- 
grace. I certainly was never in my Life, in 
ſo mortified a Situation : It was not ſo much 
neither on account of Fack Ketch at my Elbow, 
but what with my Feebleneſs of Body, my ſe- 
vere Treatment a-ſhore, and the Shock of this 
unexpected Sentence; my Spirits had abſolute- 
ly forſook me, and I was in a Manner annihi- 
lated ; beſides, the violent Heat of the Day was 
enough to parch one's Brains up, and he had 
purpoſely taken away my Hat, which was ſome 
{raall Shelter. For the Indies, J could not hold 
up my Head, in Spite of all the Hangman's 
Endeavours. Upon the whole, I certainly 
made a very pitiful, it not a fooliſh Figure 3 
and, I don't doubt, but the Captain enjoyed 
it prodigiouſly. But Time, perhaps, may 
make all even. 

We were then rowed to the Eſſex, where 
Joddrel's four Men underwent the lame Diſci- 
pline, in Preſence of Captain Jackſon, and 
thence to the Stretham, where the ſame was 
repeated, in Prefence of Captain Pinnel. And 
laſt of all to the Orford, where I was Sur- 

geon 


* 
» 
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geon * laſt Voyage. Damn the Dogs, flog 
them well, cried Captain Joddrel, and hold up 
that Fellow there, meaning me, that we may 
ſee how he looks. It was really monſtrous to 
ſee how theſe poor Wretches were flead, till 
the Blood trickled down to the Waiſtbands of 
their Breeches. I was almoſt ready to expire, 
what with the Heat of the Sun beating on my 
Head all the Time we were on the Water, the 
Fatigue of being dragg'd thro' the Town, and 
the Length of Time that was taken up, in paſ- 
ſing from Ship to Ship, in whipping the four 
Seamen ; I called out ſeveral Times for a Dro 
of Water; and when the Sailors at laſt heard 
me, and were going to hand down ſome in a 
Pitcher, Captain Foddrel ordered them to take 
it back again. Then Serjeant Lawley bid me 
have a little Patience, for that we ſoon ſhould 
be a Shore, However, I ſtill called out, bur 
none would hear me, nor durſt give me any 
Aſſiſtance, When the Puniſhment was over, 
Foddrel cauſed a Paper Writing to be read 
aloud, which was much to the ſame Effect as 
that which was read on Board the Durrington. 

As we returned on Shore, I was extremely 
affected with the Sufferings of the four Sea- 
men, who had been moſt unmercifully flogged. 
*T would have turned the ſtrongeſt Stomach to 
have ſeen their poor Backs diſtilling with Blood, 
and broiling, like a Beef Stake, with the Hear 
of the Sun. Having landed in this Plight, 
the Mob, who are very good-natured in ſuch 
Caſes, did us the Honour to re- conduct us 
back, I could have excuſed them this Com- 


Pliment 


* Vide Page 3 of the Faſt Part, 
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pliment; for my truſty Negro ſtill held tlie 
Reins in his Hand, with this Difference, thar 
I looked now like a Horſe led for Parade only; 
whereas before I was ſnubb'd and curbb'd, like 
an unruly Gelding going to be broke. When 
we came to the Bazar Gate, and were juſt going 
to enter the Town, a Man ran up to the Ser- 
Jeant, and ordered him to take away the Halter 
immediately, which was about my Neck. By 
whoſe Authority, ſaid the Serjeant? By the 
Governor's, anſwered the Man? When they 
took it off, the Soldiers gave me a Piece of In- 
formation, which will not a little ſurpriſe you : 
That Captain Crabb had ordered the Hangman 
to carry the Halter to him, that he might, as 
he ſaid, preſerve it in Memory of me: And, 
I am credibly informed, it was firſt carried to 
Mrs. Saunder's Lodgings. 

This fatal Rope, the Captain ſtill has in his 
Poſſeſſion ; and various are the Conjectures of 
the Purpoſes it ſerves. Some ſay, that, like Hudi- 
bras's Sword“, he flogs himſelf with it, in order 
to keep his Hand in *till he gets out to Sea 
again. Others declare, that his Vigour begins 
to decay, and he is obliged to have Recourſe 
to Flagellation, which is now performed with 
this Rope, through a ſuperſtitious Notion of 
it's Virtue, by the Hands of Mrs. Saunders.— 
For my Part, I am afraid it will ſerve one 
Day for a more tragical Uſe, and we ſhall hear 
bellowed about the Streets, A true and juſt Ac- 
count of the ſad, melancholy, and deplorable Death 
F Captain „ who tucked himſelf up * 

is 


* « His trenchant Sword, Toledo truſty, 
„% For want of Fighting, was grown ruſty ; 
% And ate into itſelf for lack, 
Of ſome Body to hew and back, 
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bis Houſe in —— , without the Aſſiſtance of 


the Hangman of Bombay. 
My Companions, the Sailors,” were all 
into a Place together in the Caſtle, and 13 


conducted back to Mr. M*Gowon's. They had 


Juſt dined, for it was about Three o' Clock; 
and though all the Company preſſed me to 
eat, my Head aked ſo = 1 hg I was forced 
to throw myſelf on a Bed, which ſtood in the 
ſame —— ray I could not forbear complaining 
to them of the baſe and villainous Uſage I had 
Juſt received. They endeavoured to comfort 
me, by repreſenting to me, that my Fortune 
was made for ever, if I ſhould have the good 
Luck to ſee England again, and meet with 
an honeſt Attorney that would be ſtaunch in 
the Cauſe. While we were engaged in ſuch 
Sort of Diſcourſe, Captain Stanton entered the 
Room, and forced me to riſe from the Bcd ; 
Gentlemen, ſays he, I can tell you ſome Now 
J have juſt come from dining with the Go- 
vernor, as J have the Guard; which I wiſh to 
God I had not (directing his Diſcourſe to me) 
on your Account. He asked me, if it was 
true, that the Hangman had dragged the Sur- 
geon through the Town with a Halter about 
his Neck. I anſwered, Yes, and that almoſt 
all the Town's People were Witneſſes of the 
S le. And pray where had you your 
rders ? --- From the Court-Martial, ſaid I 
again, by the Hands of Mr. Vi Mams, Captain 
Foddrel's Steward. If that is the Caſe, ſaid 
the Governor, they are much, in the Wrong; 
I wiſh I had never troubled myſelf with Crab#'s 
nor Joddrel s Complaints: But this is the Way 
I am always teaſed by one or other of them, 
G upon 
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upon one fooliſh Pretence or another. Captain 
Crabb is my old Acquaintance, continued the 
Governor, and has told me, that he was the 
only Eaſt India Captain Admiral Boſcawen per- 
mitted to ſit as a Judge with the Captains of 
Men of War, relating to the Differences be- 
tween the King's Soldiers, and the Company's 
Soldiers; on which Account, I was willing to 
grant ſome Indulgence; but he has puſhed 
Matters by much too far, and I will clear my- 
ſelf of it, let the Conſequence be what it will. 
But, ſaid Mr. M*Gowan, that is a poor Ex- 
cuſe; for, ſinet the Governor granted Indul- 
gence to hold a Court- Martial on Shore, in my 
Opinion, it was his Duty to have ſat there 
himſelf as a Judge. So I think, replied Cap- 
tain H anton; for my own Part, I can eaſily 
acquit myſelf of what I have done; for here 
is my Order: And he ſhewed it me, and faid, 
that he would certify the Execution of it with 
his own Hand Writing, and cauſe Serjeant Lau- 
ley to do the ſame, who faw him receive it in 
the Name of the Court-Martial ; adding, that 
if I thought it might be of any Service to me, 
he would give it me when I went away. There's 
no Queſtion, ſaid Captain Wilkam Lane, but 
it will be of Service to the Doctor, if ever he 
gets Home; for the Laws of England will 
never ſuffer ſuch Villainy to go unpuniſhed ; 
and, I think, *tis a pity it ſhould, that poor 
Sailors, who earn their Bread ſo hard, may not 
be expoſed to the like for the future. I'm only 
ſorry that ſuch a ſcandalous Affair ſhould have 
been tranſacted here at Bombay; for it may 
hurt the Reputation of the Iſland, Nay, I 
think, Gentlemen, ſaid Captain Stanton, tis 
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the Duty of us all to clear it and ourſelves, of 
ſo baſe an Aſperſion, and transfer the Scandal 
where it ought to be, to Captain Crabb and his 
Adherents. I think, rejoined Mr. M*Gowan, 
if the poor Doctor here has no Reparation for 
ſo ignominious an Affront; it ought never to 
be blotted out of the Records of the Eaft- India 
Company. Let him once get to England, ſays 
Captain Lane, and then, Doctor, won't you 
try for it, think you? Lord knows, Sir, an- 
ſwered I, if ever I ſhall ſee it again; for I be- 


lieve I ſhall dic in a ſhort Time; I am quite 


worn out with Crabb's Cruelties. In caſe you 
fhould die, replied M*Gowan, you ought to 
ſet about writing a true State of your Caſe, 
from the very Beginning to this Time, and 
lodge it in ſome Perſon's Hands here, in order 
that it may be tranſmitted to England, tor the 
Satisfaction of your Family and Rclations: 
Nay, I ſpeak ſincerely, I thiak you ought to 
begin it now, while the Facts are recent in your 
Memory: *Tis likely you'll have Leiſure 
enough on your Hands; for it may be, Lord 
knows how long, before an Engliſh Man of 
War comes in here. I don't believe the Go- 
vernor will wait for that, ſaid Captain Lane. 
What then will he do with me, ſaid I ? --- Do 
with you, replied he, I ſuppole he will ſend 
you away, one Time or another, when it beſt 
ſuits his Conveniency. Well, ſays M*Gowan, 
if the DoCtor gets to England, I fancy, Captain 
Stanton, you'll be ſent for Home about this 
Order you have received. All in good Time, 
anſwered the Captain; but if I am ſent for, I 
hope I won't be alone. For that Matter, ſays 
Captain Lane, I ſee no Occaſion of ſending tor 
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any Body: The Devil's in't if the Doctor won'r 
find Evidences enough among the four Ships 
Companies, who, to a Man, have been Wit— 
neſſes of the Execution of the Sentence of this 
Court-Martial. Theſe Gentlemen concluded 
the Converſation, with encouraging me to have 
a good Heart; for that the Governor would 
not go unpunihed no more than the Court- 
Martial. 

Next Day, November 4, as my Story had 
made a great Noiſe over all the Town, ſeveral _ 
ſtrange Gentlemen came to ſee me: They condo- 
led with me upon the Abuſe I had received, and 
exclaimed againſt the Arbitrarineſs of the Eaſt- 
India Captains, and the Remiſſneſs of the 
Governor : They deſired I would leave a Copy 
of my Caſe in their Hands; that if I ſhould 
not live to ſee England, (which they ſeemed 
doubtful of, I can't ſay for what Reaſon) 
they might tranſmir it to my Relations. Find- 
ing all thoſe Gentlemen ſo well diſpoſed to 
do me Service, I promiſed them I would before 
I left the Place. But being ſtill at a Loſs for 
my Cloaths, &c.. on Board the Durrington, I 
deſired the Favour of Captain Lane and Stanton 
to go and demand them for me. They went, 
under Pretence of viſiting. Captain Crabb, and 
then let him Know, in a very civil Manner, 
that I requeſted my Things out of his Ship, 
as I had not one Shirt to change another, nor 
a Farthing of Money in my Pocket, having 
left all on Board in the Hurry of going on 
Shore, under the Guard of Soldiers. Gentle- 
men, anſwered Captain Crabb, as yet, by G-, 
he ſhall not have one Stitch belonging to him; 


had the Villain thrown himſelf on the Mercy 
of 
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ef the Court-Martial, he ſhould have been for · 
given all his paſt Errors, and received again 
into Favour. But, Captain, ſaid they, the 
poor Man has undergone the Sentence of the 
Court, therefore let him have his Cloaths, for 
he is not well in Health. It was all in vain, 


he would not let me have them on any Ac- 


count 

I conſulted with my Friends, what was pro- 
per to be done in this Caſe; and Mr. M*Gowan 
adviſed me to make a Demand of them in 
Writing; and, upon a Refuſal, to expoſe him 
forthwith by a Petition to the Governor. I 
ſat immediately down to write, and ſent off the 
following Letter, by an Expreſs to the Dur- 
rington. 


To Captain C RA B B. 
SIX. 


S I am now diſcharged from your Ship, 

I deſire you will order me my Goods 
and Effects to be ſent on Shore; and ſhall take 
it as a Favour, if you'll allow me to come on 
Board myſelf, as I believe there is no Body 
there that knows all my Things, which are 
looſe in my Cabbin. If you don't think proper 
that I ſhould, pleaſe to permit me to ſend a 
Perſon with an Inventory and Directions, to 
bring me all my Effects and Goods. Your 
Compliance with either will oblige, 


SIR, 


Priſon in Bombay Your Humble Servant, 
Caſtle, Nov. 4, 1748. 


Wilt. Wilts. 
In 
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In Anſwer to this, I received the following 


Letter: 


SIX, 


HE Captain has deſired me to acquaint 

you, that upon your ſending him a pro- 
per Order for the Delivery of ſuch Things on 
Board, as belong to you, they ſhall be de- 
livered to whom you ſhall appoint to receive 
them. You muſt ſend a Boat yourſelf, and 
the Key of your Cheſts, becauſe he is deter- 
mined to examine all Packages of your's, be- 
fore they go out of the Ship. He likewiſe in- 
ſiſts, that you pay what is due to your Ser- 
vant George Young *®, before your Effects are 
permitted to go out of the Durrington. I am, 


SIX, 
Your Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM LesL1E. 


TI found, by this Anſwer, that the Captain 
only wanted to diſtreſs me, becauſe I had ac- 
quainted him, that I had got no Money on 
Shore; and therefore it was impoſſible for me 
to diſcharge any Account whatever, till I had 
my Things. Beſides now that the Sentence of 
the ſham Court-Martial was executed, What 
Right had he to detain my Effects longer on 


Board his Ship? or what Authority to exa- 
mine 


® This is the Account mentioned in the lat Page of the 
Firſt Part. 
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mine one Letter or Paper belonging to me ? 1 
had deſired Leave to go on Board myſelf, be- 
cauſe I had left a great Number of Things 
looſe about the Ship, and had Accompts and 
Matters to adjuſt with ſeveral of the Ship's 
Company. And beſides my Wearing Appa- 
rel, Sc. I had a Venture of Merchandize 
Goods ; all which I was apprehenſive would 


be embezzled or ſpoilt, in paſſing thro? ſtrange 


Hands. Therefore I thought it moſt adviſea- 


ble to ſend a blank Receipt, with Orders to 


the Meſſenger to inſert no more than what was 


actually put into his Hands. 


To Captain C R A B B. 


S I R, 


LEASE to order what Things are be- 
longing to me on Board your Ship the 
Durrington, to be delivered to the Bearer, who 
will give you my Receipt for whatever he brings 
on Shore. I am, 


Your Humble Servant, 


WIILIIAu WILLS. 


I had the following Anſwer from Mr. Leſſie 
his Purſer : 
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SIX. 


APT AIN Crabb ſays, your Things 

ſhall be delivered to your Order; but 
whoever comes on Board to receive them, muſt 
bring with him your Keys, your Servant George 
Young's Money, a Silver Tweezer Caſe, a Ben- 
gal work'd Petticoat, and ſix Dimity Waiſt- 
coats, belonging to Mrs. Saunders. Without 
theſe Things are ſent, your Goods will not be 
ſuffered to go out of the Ship. It would be 
proper for you to ſend a Liſt of what belongs 
5 you, by the Perſon that comes for them. 

am, 


SIX, 
Your Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM LESLIE, 


When I found that they played me off in 
this Manner, and wanted to have it in their 
own Power, by demanding the Keys of my 
Cheſts, not only to rumage all my Goods and 
Papers, but to ſend on Shore or detain juſt 
whatever they thought proper, I determined 
to make my Complaint to the Governor, which 


I did by the tollowing Letter, 
* 


fo 


1 


To the Honourable WII IIA Waxr, E/; Ge- 
vernor of Bombay. 


S I R, 


1 Humbly requeſt, as I am now under your 
Protection, that you'll pleaſe to order 
Captain Crabb to ſend my Things that are on 
Board his Ship the Durrington, to Bombay 
Fort, without having them expoſed on Board 
to publick View, as I have ſeveral Letters 
from my Wife and Relations, which, it would 
be hard, when you pleaſe to conſider ſeriouſly 
of it, to have openly and publickly examined 
on Board: I am very willing and heartily ſa- 
tisfied to have them, and every other Thing, 
examined at the Fort by Captain Crabò, or any 
Perſon you pleaſe to appoint, before the Cap- 
tain of the Guard, or other Perſon, you chuſe 
to name for that Purpoſe. 

I have writ to Captain Crabs ſeveral Times, 
and he demands Impoſſibilities of me; tor he 
knows very well, that when I was brought on 
Shore, I had nothing but what was upon my 
Body, and have been Priſoner ever ſince ; my 
Papers, Money, and other Effects, being all 
on Board his Ship ; which, when I have rc- 
ceived, I ſhall anſwer and pay all juſt Demands 
whatever that are upon me: He mentions a 
Silver Tweezer Caſe, a Bengall work' d Petticoat, 
and ſix Dimity Men's Waiſtcoats, belonging to 
Mrs. Saunders: Which, ſince they are de- 
manded back, I am willing to return when 
I come at them, notwithſtanding ſhe had an 
Equivalent for the Ro as 1 am villng 
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diſcharge every ther Thing that is cue to any 
Perſon whatever. The granting of this, my 
humble Requcſt, will be an Office, of the 
greateſt Humanity, done to a very diltreff d 
Man, who will always be, 


S IEA. 
Your moſt obiiged, 
Priſoner in Bombay- 
Caſtle, Nov. 5, 1748. Aud meſt obedieut, 


Humble Servant, 


WILL. WILLS. 


I deſired Captain Lane to deliver this Letter 
in Perſon to ths Governor, and to acquaint 
him at the ſame Time, That I found my III- 
neſs rather increaſed upon me, for want of the 
Conveniency of my own Bed and Bedding. 
This he undertook to do, and hkewiſe to 
ſpeak in my Favour, if there was Occaſion ; 
and when he had dined with him, he returned 
to me with this verbal Anſwer, ** That as J 
* had thruſt my Hand into a Lion's Mouth, 
© I muſt endeavour to get it out again in the 
ce beſt Manner 1 could; and that, it he had 
% known half as much as he then did, nei- 
„ ther Crabbb nor 1 ſhould ever have given 
% him any Trouble in our Affair, which was 
% now paſt, and could not be recalled.*”* En- 
ſign M*Gowen adviſed me to minute this down, 
as it might be of Service to me in Zngland. 
Captain Lane added, That the Governor called 
Mrs. a d- W- and ſaid, that 
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The was the Occaſion of all the Diſturbance. 
To which he replied, That he knew her in her 
Huſband's Time, when ſhe always bore but an 
indifferent Character; and, to his Knowledge, 
they did not cohabit together three Years be- 
tore he died at Madraſs; on which Account, 
he had cut her off in his Will, with an Annuity 
only juſt enough to maintain her; and that, 
by ſome of her Letters to me, which he had 
ſeen, and by the general Report of the Ship's 
Company, he believed her to be a baſe vile 
Woman. 

When I ſaw I could get no Redreſs that 
Way, I was under a Neceſſity of complying 
with all Captain Crabò's Terms ; and, agreea- 
ble to his Deſire, ſent a Friend with the fol- 
lowing Letter and the Key of my Cheſt, in 
order to bring my Things to the Caſtle. 
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HE Bearer will give you the Key of 

my Cheſt; all my other Keys are in my 
Cabbin, which happening to have a ſpring 
Lock, in the Hurry of going on Shore, I in- 
advertently ſhut the Door, not remembering 
that the Key was hanging on a Nall in the In- 
ſide; you may order it to be opened as you 
think proper. There is Money in my Cab- 
vin to pay George Young's Accompt, which you 
may pay him, if you think fit: The Tweezer 
Caſe you mention of Mrs. Saunder's, with the 
other Things, will be found in my Cheſt, or 


Cabbin, which you may take. I can't ſend 
H an 
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an exact Liſt of what Things I have on Board, 
as all my Papers and Pocket Books are there. 
The Bearer will give you a Receipt for what 
you deliver to him on my Account. 


. 


Priſoner in 
Bombay-Caltle, Your very Humble Servant, 
Nov. 5, 1748. 

WiLlLIaM WILLS. 


Next Morning Mr. M*Gowan recommended 
one Mr. Roberts, Serjeant-Major, to go for 
my Things; and about Six o'Clock in the 
Evening of the ſame Day, he returned with 
what they had been pleaſed to deliver to him; 
for all my Things were not ſent, and what he 
did bring me, was in very indifferent Condi- 
tion, particularly my Venture of Merchandize 
Goods, were all intermixed and tumbled in 
ſuch a Manner as hurted their Sale, and I was 
afterwards glad to diſcount one Quarter Part 
of the Market Price, to get them off my 
Hands : My Bed and Bedding, which I wanted 
moſt, were abſolutely wet, and unfit for preſent 
Uſe; ſo that I was obliged to incommode En- 
ſign M*Gowan, who gave me a Share of his 
Bed ftill ſeveral Days longer. When I had 
Time to examine my Papers, I miſled ſeveral, 
particularly ſome of Mrs. Saunders's Letters *. 
Her Tweezer Cale, Cc. they took themſelves, 
as they did the full Charge of my Boy's De- 
mand, out of my Purſe. I told Mr. Roberts, 


that it was a falſe Accompt in ſeveral Articles : 
| How - 


* Vide Page 54 of the Firſt Part. 
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However, as I could not help myſelf, I endea- 
voured to be as eaſy as I could. But I asked 
him, it they would not repay me the Money 
I had fairly diſburſed, and which I could ſwear 
to, as the Boy wanted a little now and then to 
buy Neceſſaries at ſeveral Ports. No, Sir, an- 
ſwered he, they bid me tell you, to get that 
in England, if you could. Well, I ſuppoſe, 
ſays Mr. M*Gowan, they gave you as hard 
Quarters with your Letters too : Pray did they 
read any of them, Serjeant ? Yes, every one, 
anſwered Mr. Roberts. The mercileſs Wretches 
Such Barbarity I never heard of in my Life! 
What Buſineſs had they with my Family Af- 
fairs? There were my Wife's, my Father's, 
my Relations, all expoſed, They were all 
looked into, I aſſure you, ſays he again. Pret- 
ty Curioſity ! Can I be blamed for making Re- 
priſals on them for ſuch ungenteel Dealings ? 
If there is ſuch very civil Uſage in the Com- 
pany's Service, ſays I, for all that is paſt, I 
think myſelf well out, I only wiſh I was once 
Home. Ay, and we wiſh you may but live to 
get there, ſaid they, to have your Cauſe heard 
for the Benefit of all other Subjects. 

Next Day I petitioned the Governor to grant 
me Permiſſion to walk out under a Guard, for 
the Benefit of the Air. For I found myſelf in 
a very declining State of Health, which I may 
juſtly attribute to the Cruelties I ſuffered, by 
order of Captain Crabb. Mr. M*Gowan went 
about this Buſineſs for me, and offered to paſs 
his Word for my ſafe Cuſtody, in going out 
and coming in. But Mr. Gibbs, the Comman- 
dant, told him, from the Governor, that it 

could 
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could not be granted, and that I muſt endea- 
vour to make myſelf contented as I was. 

In the Afternoon, Captain Lane asked ſome 
of the Soldiers, who attended me, when I un- 
derwent the Sentence of the Court-Martial, if 
they knew the Contents of the Paper, which 
was read publickly on Board the four Ships. 
They made anſwer, that they heard it read. 
Then he asked, How it was mentioned, that 
I ſhould be diſpoſed of, and in what Manner 
I was to be ſent Home. They all agreed, that 
the Governor was to put me on Board an 
Znghſh Man of War. When the Captain re- 
ported this Converſation, he obſerved, that it 
was very likely I ſhould continue Priſoner a 
long while; for it was very uncertain when 
an Engliſh Man of War came to Bombay; and 
ſuppoſing any ſhould come, they would not 
think themſelves obliged to carry Home the 
Eaſt-India Company's Priſoners, neither would 
they pay any Regard to the Sentence of a 
Court-Martial, compoſed of Captains of Eaſt- 
Indiamen. But, at any Rate, I would not have 
you be uneaſy, concluded he, for the Gover- 
nor has Money enough, if you can but get the 
Law on your Side. 

Finding it a Matter of ſuch Uncertainty 
when I ſhould be releaſed, and not knowing 
when 1 might have another Opportunity of 
tranſmitting ſome Money to my Family, I put 
the Value of 371. in Bills, in the Hands of 
Mr. Jennings, who was very ready to do me 
that Service, to make Amends tor the Part 
he acted at my pretended Court-Martial, which 
he now condemned, and publickly repeated his 
Concern tor the Share he inadvertently had in 

the 
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che ignominious Sentence, to which Iwas unjuſtly 
and baſely condemned: Which Bills were faith- 
tully paid to my Wife, as ſoon as he arrived 
at London. 

On the 8th of November, as I lay a- bed, Mr. 
M*Gowan, and Mr. Roberts, Serjeant-Major, 
came to tell me, That four Men belonging to 


the Durrington, wanted to ſpeak with me. 


When they came into the Room, they all called 
out, with one Voice, Doctor, we all know 
you have ſuffered wrongfully ; have but Pa- 
_ * rience *till the Ship gets Home, we will all 
together clear you ot what is laid to your 
Charge: For, by G---, they ſaid, you are 
„an innocent Man.” Their Names were 
Jobn Clark, Quarter-Maſter, Henry Moriſon, 
Jobn Miller, and Michael Maud. And they 
offered to make Affidavit of the Truth of what 
they ſaid. Have Patience, my Lads, ſaid Mr. 
M*Gowan, *till you are at Home; for if the 
Governor ſhould hear of it, it will fare the 
worſe, both with yourſelves and the Doctor. 
Then Jobn Clark told me, he wanted my Aſ- 
ſiſtance, for that my Mate could do him no 
Service; upon which I got up, and did my 
Duty : And then they went away with repeated 
Aſſurances of ſwearing to my Innocence, in caſe 
I ever called upon them fo to do. Afterwards 
came in two Soldiers, whoſe Names were Vii- 
liam Smith, and Edward Windſor, and one Ki- 
chard Philips, a Drummer *, who declared, 
they heard the Court call out for Henry Bag- 
ling, who was not out of the Way, as was re- 
ported; but they believed the Meſſenger had no 
politive Orders to bring him into the wp” 
ne 


* Vice Page 32 of the Fuſt Part, 
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One Day, as I was rumaging my Papers, to ſee | 
what was milling, I was ſurpriſed the tollowing 
Memorandum eſcaped Captain Crabd's Notice. 


A lL1sr of the People who were flogged on 
Board the Durrington in Seven Months. 


1 Gabriel Guilford, Caulker - 
2 William Foſter, Armourer - 
3 Thomas Truman his Mate - 
4 Gabriel Turner, Seaman - - 
5 George Bowen, ditto 
6 James White *, ditto 
7 Michael Maud, ditto 
$ FJobn Rumſey, ditto 
9 George Young, my Servant ; twice for 
J can't tell what, and once for run- 
ning away on the Iſland of Mada-( 3 
gaſcar - 
10 Edward Ellithorn, dino; for the Cap- 
tain's Pleaſure, at the Equino&ial Aa 


' 
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11 John Tyrrel, ditto - - 2 
12 Henry Bagling, Soldier - I 
13 Richard Philips, Drummer; for the 
Captain's Pleaſure, becauſe he cul 
not eat up the Pie - - 
15 James Furber, ditto - - 2 
5 James MCCally, ditto - - I 
10 Richard Portſmouth += - I 
17 William Smith - - — 1 
18 John M*Kenſey - - - I 
19 James Barnard = I 
Ten Men for roaſt Pig and Pudding + 


Total of Flogging Bouts 38 


This is he who ſwore Mutiny againſt me, 
+ Vide Page 14 of the Firſt Part, 
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I ſhall only mention one Subject more upon 
which the Captain exerciſed his Talent. My 
Story had made ſuch a Noiſe throughout the 
Town, that People were very open and free in 
their Criticiſms on the Occalion. And fome 
Wags over Niglit had nailed up a Buffalo's 
Head, with a x ſwinging Pair of Horns on the 
Door of the C. 's and Mrs. $------ 's Lodg- 
ings. Next Morning they were routed early 
by a Mob of the Town's People, who flocked 
round the Houle : The Men hooted, the Wo- 
men railed, and the Boys tell a breaking the 
Windows with great Fury. Amongſt the 
Gapers, there was an Indian, who ſcemed to 
enjoy the Spectacle prodigiouſſy, and was very 
active and very ready in the Diſturbance. Whi- 
ther the Fellow ſtaid too long after the Crowd 
was diſperſed, or whither he really was a Ring- 
leader of the Mob, I can't poſitively tay , but 
he fell into the Hands of the Philiſtines, and, 
at the Foot of a ſturdy Tree, paid to the laſt 
Farthing for his imprudent Curioſity. This 
was the laſt Exploit in the flogging Way that 
I know of, which the Captain performed in 
the Eaft-Indies. 

W hoever were the Authors, of this Poſqui- 
nade, JI am ſure 1 had no Hand in it; I believe 
they were Perſons of ſome Note, for Things 
were very well conducted, The Buffalo's Head, 
to avoid making Naife, was fixed to the Door 
with ſcrew Nails; and the Alarm was given o 
early in the Morning, that half the Town was 
appriſed of it, before the People of the Houſe 
knew any Thing of the Matter. Beſides there 
were ſome Lines, written underneath on the Door, 


in large Characters: T have heard them repeated, 
I but 


(66 ) 


but at preſent they are quite out of my Head; 
however, they were, or might have been as 
follows; at leaſt, the ſubſequent Stanza might 
have been ſuitable enough to the Occaſion. 


An EPIGRAM, wrote under @ Buffalo's Lead, 
which was afixed to the Door of Capt. Crabb's 
and Mrs. Saunder's Lodgings at Bombay. 


The Fruit I guard,--But won't be laugh'd at, 
Tho! you all know it, Pray don't blab; 
The Stock has been fo oft” ingrafted, 


*Tis now degenerate to a CRAB. 


This Lampoon * drew the Raillery of the 
Town fo ſtrongly upon them, that Mrs. $----, at 
the Bottom, was chagrined at it: Or which is 
as probable, ſhe uſed it as a Pretence to go in 
Queſt of new Adventures. For her Attach- 
ment to the Captain declined daily from that 
Time. But one Mortification ſucceeded ano- 
ther : For Captain Pinnel, who next entered 
the Liſts, wanting to efface the Traces of her 
former Diſgrace, ſquired her to a Ball, at the 
Governor's Houſe ; and, to give a good Coun- 
tenance to the Affair, and likewiſe a favoura- 
ble Introduction to the Company, he led her 
up a Minuet, and began the Ball. The Mo- 
ment it was whiſpered round who ſhe was, the 
Matron Ladies, without any Apology, abruptly 

left 


* Perhaps the Captain may apply to Parliament to 
change his Name as his Brother Crab6 Bu/ton at the India- 
.Heuſe has done, in order to avert the Sting of the above- 
mentioned Epigram, 
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left the Room; they cauſed the young ones to 
do the ſame; the Gentlemen followed next, 
and the poor Captain and his Miſtreſs were left 
alone, with the Muſick, to finiſn their Dance. 
This was the Coup de Grace to Mrs. $------- ; 
for ſhe never afterwards durſt ſhew her Face 
in Publick ; but, I believe, contrary to her In- 
clinations, kept pretty retired till the Ships 
ſailed from Bombay ; when, according to Cu- 
ſtom, ſhe exchanged her old Lover for a new 
one, and went Home with Captain Pinnel to 
England. 

Though I had hitherto been very unſucceſſ- 
ful in my Requeſts to the Governor, I was 
obliged to addreſs him once more for the Pay- 
ment of what is called Head Money: That is, 
an Allowance of Ten Shillings a Man, which 
the Company makes the Surgeon for his Care 
and Attendance on the Soldiers, which are ſent 
to the Forts and Garriſons in the Indies. Cap- 
tain Lane, who ſolicited it for me, had Orders 
from the Governor, to aſſemble theſe Soldiers 
in my Room, and to interrogate them if they 
were duly attended and taken Care of whea they 
were Sick. They all anſwered in the Affirma- 
tive; adding withal, that neither a Man, nor a 
Boy, had died during their Voyage, although 
there were a great many ſick and wounded 
People on Board. The Captain asked them 
again, ſaying, that they muſt anſwer him one 
by one. They all repeated the ſame Words. 
When the Captain had made his Report in 
my Favour, the Governor gave Orders a ſe- 
cond Time, that they ſhould be carried betore 
the Commandant, Mr. G:bbs, to be further ex- 


amined. 


I 2 J per- 
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perceived, by the unuſual Delay, that 1 
had but a poor Chance to recover my Money. 
] believe I never ſhould have got a Farthing, 
had not a Portugueſe Guarda Coſta, called the 
Neſtra Signcra da Miſeracordia, with two Ships 
nnder Convoy, put into Bombay, By this 
Time, the Laſt-India Company's Ships had 
failed, and there was never an Engl;/p Vellel 
left in the Harbour. The Gevernor, who in- 
tended to get rid of me as ſoon as he could, at 
laſt gave Orders to Enfign M*Gowan, (who 
was likewiſe Adjutant) to carry theſe Soldiers 
before the Commandant, to be examined one 
by one, it I took due Care of them when ſick. 
They all made the fame Anſwer as before. 
Upon which the Commandant made his Re- 
port, and the Money was paid me next Day. 

I remained ignorant of what was to become 
of me, 'til! Captain Lane had Orders to re- 
move all my Effects, Cloaths, Sc. to this 
Portugreſe Man of War, and afterwards to fee 
me fate on Board, under a ftrong Guard, 'The 

Captain took the Liberty to repreſent, that 
there was no Law for- baniſhing an Exgliſi 
Subject to a foreign Nation. To which the 
Governor replied, That he had Captain Crabb's 
Order in Writing, which would clear him of 
all Harm and Trouble on my Account. Still 
the Captain was loath to come away with a ver- 
bal Order, and deſired, that he would give it 
under his Hand, to indemnify him of the Con- 
ſequences: Which being granted, the Portu- 
Cucſe Captain was ſent tor and being intro- 
duced, he delivered to the Governor, a written 
Order, in the Portugueſe Tongue, addreſſed to 

One 
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one of his principal Officers, to receive me, 
with my Baggage, on Board. 

When this Order was put into the Hands of 
Captain Lane, he leit the Governor with great 
Concern, and came to my Lodgings. The 
firſt Words he ſaid was, That he was ſorry to 
be the Meſſenger of ſuch ill News. I deſired 
him, in the Name of God, to tell me what it 
was, for that nothing worſe could befal me 
than what I had already ſuffered. He ſhewed 
me the Order, which was enough. I leave 
the Reader to imagine the Shock I felt at this 
unexpected Sentence. I raiſed myſelf from my 
Bed as well as I could, and addreſſing myſelf 
to the Captain and Gentlemen preſent, I prayed 
them to interceed with the Governor to have 
ſome Compaſſion on a Countryman, and not to 
deliver me up to the laſt Revenge of a relent- 
leſs Enemy ; that I might not be baniſhed from 
my native Country, eſpecially from my poor 
Wife and Family in England, to a Place where 
I was afraid I ſhould never more be heard of. 
Therefore, Gentlemen, ſaid I, let me not be 
killed by Inches among a foreign People; ra- 
ther take away my Lite here in Bombay ; then 
my Relations and Friends may know what is 
become of me; for, very likely, there's Orders 
to murder me where I am going to be ſent to. 
It was out of. their Power to revoke my 
Doom. --- They endeavoured to comfort me; 
--- aſſured me of their Friendſhip and Aſſiſt- 
ance to the laſt; --- cauſed their Wives and 
Servants to pack up Hampers full of Proviſi- 
ons and Liquors to laſt out my Voyage; which 
was really an Act of the greateſt Charity, as 
I could not ſpeak one Word of the Partugue/e 
Language. Still 


E 

Still all this could not revive my droop- 
ing Spirits. --- My Friends went in a Body to 
the Portugueſe Captain, and acquainted him 
with the Particulars of my pretended Crime, 
my Impriſonment, and my Court-Martial, re- 
queſting him to uſe me as a Gentleman in Di- 
ſtreſs, and to let me have all proper Convenien- 
cies, for which I was able to fatisfy him: They 
even offered to give him the Value in Hand to 
ſecure good Uſage ; but this he generouſly re- 
fuſed, aſſuring them he would have particular 
Care of me, and ſee me ſafe to Goa where he 
was bound, | 

When it got Air in the Town, that I was 
to be baniſhed among the Portugueſe, ſome of 
the principal Inhabitants ſent me Preſents, 
moſtly in Wine and Proviſions, and ſome in 
Money. The Surgeons packed up ſome Me- 
dicines, and ſent them by their Servants to en- 
able me to get a little Money in my Paſlage. 
Several of the Company's Soldiers, who came 
Paſſengers in the Durrington, made voluntary 
Offers of their Affidavits in my Favour, par- 
ticularly four of them brought to me by 
Captain Lane. We applied to Mr. Medley, an 
Atrorney, to write out their Depoſitions, who 
refuſed to do it, for Fear, as he confeſſed, of 
diſobliging the Governor. Then I got Mr. 
Duff, a Quarter-Maſter in the Fort, to take 
it down as they ſpoke it, in the beſt Manner 
he could: Which, after he had read twice over 
in their Preſence, they ſigned. But, as we 
wanted a Magiſtrate to adminiſter the Oath, 
and as I could not go Abroad, I was adviſed 
to make Application to Hugh Simmons, Eſq; 
one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the pn 
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But that honeſt Gentleman would not con- 
cern himſelf in the Affair, and ſent them away, 
to the great Regret of his Clerk, who was 
thereby diſappointed of his Fees. However, 
I defired them to certify this Refuſal ; which 
they did, and which I have to ſhew in Honour 
of the Integrity of that worthy Magiſtrate, viz. 


Be it known to all Men, That we, whoſe 
Names are under-written, went volun- 
tarily, with our Depoſitions, to Hugh 
Simmons, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, in order to have 
ſworn to the ſame, which he abſolutely 
refuſed; as witneſs our Hands, this 
zoth Day of November, 1748. 


Walter Ferney, Serjeant, 

Richard Sinon, his . Mark *, 
Abraham Frankley, Serjeant, 
Fohn Tyrrel. | 


Next Day Captain Lane, Captain Stanton, 
and Enſign M*Gowan, went, in a Bodv, with 
the under-written Subſcribers, to the Houſe of 
the Portugueſe Reſident, Signor Jobn da Soza 
Terra, and deſired him, as they all traded 
more or leſs, with the Viceroy of Goa, to draw 
out a Petition in my Behalf, ſpecifying the il- 
legal Trial and unjuſt Sentence I had under- 
gone, and praying him to befriend me when 
I ſhould arrive at Goa, and to forward my 
Paſſage to Europe, that I might have the Be- 
nefit of the Laws of my native Country, = 


* Witneſſed by Foby Hobbs. 
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The Reſident immediately made out the fol- 
lowing Petition in Portugueſe, in the ſame 
Terms they propoſed ; which he ſigned, and 
to which they likewiſe ſubſcribed their Names. 


The Tranſlation. 
To the Viceroy of GOA. 


May it pleaſe your Ma jESTv, 


HE. Bearer, Mr. William Wills, late a 
Surgeon in the Engliſʒ Eaſt-India Com- 
pany's Service, bears a good Character, and is 
reputed careful and diligent in the Execution 
of his Buſincis. But the Captain, under whom 
he failed, being a deſigning Man, in all his 
Tranſactions of Life, brought him here on this 
Iland of Bombay, and tried him, by a Shew 
of Juſtice, under Pretence of a Court-Martial, 
tor no Crime that appears to us, but the Theft 
ot a Goat's Kidney ; when, at the ſame Time, 
by all Accounts, his ſaid Captain was endea- 
vouring to ſtarve him to Death; which Bar- 
barity occaſioned the Surgeon to utter ſeveral 
paſſionate F xpreſſions, which the Captain con- 
ſtruing as Mutiny, had him tried, by an il- 
legal Court, on the Articles of War of the 
Engliſa Navy, and cauſed him to be difgraced 
by the common Hangman, with a Halter about 
his Neck, through the Streets of the Town of 
Bombay. 
Now, as we all know, that theſe Allega- 
tions of Theft and Mutiny, were only made 
Vie of to colour the Jealouſy and Commerce 


of the Captain with a ſcandalous Woman on 
Board 
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Board his Ship: We all pray your Majeſty to 
look on the Bearer, with an Eye of Pity and 
Compaſſion, and to grant him a ſafe Paſſage 
in any of your Ships of War for Europe, that 
if it pleaſes God he gets to England, he may 
have the Benefit of the Laws of his own Coun- 
try. But if your Majeſty's Goodneſs ſhould 
aſſiſt him further, and (as we believe he is an 
experienced Surgeon) ſhould give him a Birth 
in any of your Ships, we will eſteem it as a 
ſingular Favour. . And, as we all trade with 
your Veſſels, when they happen to put in here, 
we will, as Men and Chriſtians, very chearfully 
repay the Obligation to any of your Subjects 
ih the. like Diſtreſs. We are, with all due 
Reſpect, | EEE 
Your Majeſty's moſt obedient, 


Bombay, And faithful humble Servants, 
Dec. 1, 1748. 


J. Da Soza TERRAãs, Portugueſe Reſident, 
WILLIAM Gipss, Commandant, 
WILLIA LANE, Captain, 

Jonx STANTON, Captain, 

CuARLES CAMERON, Captain, 

Joun NRWM AN, Captain, 


Jonx M*Gowan, Enſign and Adjutant“ 


My Friends proceeded next to inquire what 
Money I had got, which I counted out be- 
fore them: It amounted to 847 Rupees, 
about 8 J. in Engliſh Money, the Sum of 24. 
in Dutch Money, and about the Value of 20 J. 
in Goods; in all about 80 J. Sterling. They 

K were 


* The laſt ſ Gentlemen are all of Bombay. 
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were of Opinion, that Sum was inſufficient to 
carry me Home in Caſe of Delays, and other 
Accidents, in my Paſſage ; and therefore, much 
againſt my Will, made a Collection, to which 
Mr. Gibbs the Commandant, Mr. Robert Hunt, 
and ſeveral other Strangers, contributed: Ad- 
ded to that, Captain Lane made me accept of 
a Letter to his Brother at Liſbon, who was to 
advance me 201. at Sight, in Cafe I fell ſhorr 
of Money, to carry me to England. This Let- 
ter I afterwards delivered ; but, as it happened, 
did not need the Money, though 1am as much 
obliged for his generous Intention as if I had 
received it. 

Tis not enough to ſay, I thanked my kind 
Benefactors.— I regarded them as Angels ſent 
from Heaven to reſcue me from Ruin and De- 
ſtruction. — The Obligations were really ſuch, 
that I could make no adequate Return. —There- 
tore I let them enjoy the Satisfaction of doing 
good Action diſintereſtedly, without troubling 
them with Compliments. --- Only in particular 
the Names of M*Gowan, Lane, and Stanton, 
mall be for ever dear. 

Now, that I was going away, I ſent a Sol- 
dier to enquire after my Fellow-Sufferers, the 
four Searnen that belonged to the Orford. They 
were {till Priſoners, and left intirely to the Go- 
vernor to be diſpoſed of at Diſcretion. I of- 
tered them my Service to carry Home Letters 
to their Families and Relations, it ever I 
ſhould get there myfelf; which, notwithſtand- 
ing the Aſſurances of my Friends, I ſtill doubted 
ot, becauſe J had heard Captain Crabbò's Inten- 
tion was to have ſent me up as a Slave to work. 
in the Country. They made Answer, _ 
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Ink, nor Paper, they had not, but that their 
Prayers were for my Safety; begging me to 
repreſent their Wrongs to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, that poor Seamen might fare the 
better for their Sufferings in Time to come; 
and that Eaſt India Captains might be called to 
Account for illegally holding Courts-Martial 
aſhore : Concluding with, God preſ: rve my Life 
Home to England, for the Good of the com- 
mon Cauſe, &c. 

Having taken Leave of my worthy Bene- 
factors and Friends; and, being provided with 
the above-mentioned Petition to the Viceroy, 
and Letters of Recommendation to ſeveral Per- 
ſons of Credit at Goa, I was put aboard the 
Guarda Cofta, commanded by &chcrt Homen de 
Magello. The firſt Day paſſed diſmally enough; 
I ſaw nothing but ſtrange Faces, and heard no- 
thing but an unknown. Tongue; and, my Fears 
coming on with the Night, I had not one Mo- 
ment's Repoſe in the Apprehenſion that they had 
Orders to throw me over Board in my Slcep. 
Next Day the Captain ſent for me to dine with 
him, and made me underſtand I ſhould live in 
the ſame Manner while I was with him ; and 
ojfrred to ſerve me, in ſo obliging a Manner, 
that I ſoon diſcovered the In uence my dear 
Friends Captain Lane, Stanton, and M"Gowan, 
had over his Mind, notwithſt anding the diſ- 
eracetul Footing (of a Criminal and a 1 Priſoner) 
in which I entered aboard his Ship. | 

On the 6th of December we arrived at Matil, 
a Place that had been in the Polleſſion of An- 
gria the Pirate, Here were ſix Sail of Portu- 
gueſe Men of War, commanded by tne Vicerey 
in Perſon. He had juſt demoliſhed the prin- 
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cipal Fortreſs, taken ſeveral of 4ngria's Vel- 
ſels, and diſperſed a Confederacy of Villains, 
who infeſted thoſe Parts. When we were come 
to an Anchor in the Road, our Captain went 
on Board the Viceroy; and, upon his Return, 
brought with him four French Gentlemen, who 
were going, in an open Boat, to Goa. He ad- 
viſed me to embrace the ſame Opportunity, as 
he had got Orders to remain at Noa. We 
went all into the Boat. In the Night there 
came a great Dew off the Land, by which I 
caught a violent Fever. My Companions uſed 
me with great Kindneſs and Humanity upon 
the Occaſion. We came to Goa on the gth 
following, where I defired the Favour or one 
of them to ſend out an Engineer, to whom 1 
had a Letter of Recommendation from Captain 
Lane But, unluckily, the Gentleman hap- 
pened to be out of Town. Then I was re- 
moved, by their Order, to the Houſe of the 
French Conſul, where they provided me with a 
convenient Room, and a Servant to attend me. 
On the gth my Fever left me, and I began to 
recover. But upon examining my Things, 1 
found ſeveral miſling : I believe they were taken 
by the Watermen, who brought me aſhore. 
The Vicere returned ſoon after to Goa, and 1 
was preparing, after the Rejoycings for his Suc- 
ceſs were over, to preſent my Petition, when 
Captain William Kinſey came to my Apartment, 
and told me, that a Perſon of his Acquaintance 
had received a Letter from Bombay, wherein I 
was very ſtrongly recommended, and repreſent- 
ed as a Perſon who had ſuffered unjuſtly, and 
contrary to Court-Martial Law. That as I was 
his Countryman, he had come to learn the Par- 
ticulars 
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tjculars from my own Mouth; aſſuring me, 
that it was not Curioſity alone which made him 
inquire : But that upon the Strength of the 
Recommendations he had ſeen, he was ſeriouſly 


diſpoſed to do me all the Service in his Power. 


At theſe Words, not knowing who he was, I 
raiſed myſelf up, and putting my Hand under 
my Pillow, (where I had concealed my Money) 
I offered him my Purſe. My Action made him 
ſmile, He told me, he would not take it, 
but would put a great Deal more in my Pocket. 
Then I anſwered all his Queſtions as well as I 
could. --- The Account you have given, ſaid 
he, agrees perfectly with what I have heard. 
But when I ſhewed him my Petition to the Vice- 
roy, he was quite amazed. Things muſt be 
much altered, ſays he, ſince I left Ezgland. --- 
L ought to know ſomething ot Court-Martial 
Law. --- Mr. Wills, I have ſerved as an Officer 
in the Britiþ Navy, and you'll find my Name 
in the Books at the Admiralty; but I never 
heard of ſuch an odd Affair during all my Ser- 
vice. --- However we ſhall have T:me enough 
to examine into the Matter. --- You ſhall nei- 
ther want my Advice nor Aſſiſtance; and ſince 


you have got a Petition to the Y7cercy, I'll und 


dertake to introduce you myſelt. A few Days 
afterwards he performed his Promiſe. But, as 
did not underſtand Portugueſe, I was no 
Judge of their Diſcourſe; only I obſerved the 
Viceroy, at different Parts of the Converſation, 
appeared much ſurpriſed, and regarded me very 
attentively. --- When we came cut, the Cap- 
tain aſſured me, that the Y7ceroy would be my 
Friend. Accordingly, a few Days afterwards, 
an Order was ſent to an Officer called the Fa- 

Zeudo, 
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zendo, to appoint me Surgeon of a vacant 
Ship. And Captain Kinſey, having agreed with 
his own Surgeon to go aboard in my ftead, 
had me entered for the Noſtra Signora del Vin- 
cimento, of go Guns, which he commanded 
himſelf. 

On the 7th of February, 1749, we failed 
from Goa to Bahia on the Coaſt of Braſil, where 
we arrived upon the 20th of June lollowing. 
Here we found the Varren LHaſt-Indiaman, 
Captain Glover, in Diſtreſs, to whom Captain 
Kinſey gave great Aſſiſtance. 

And on the 22d the King of Portugal pre- 
ſented him with the Flag at the Maintop-Maſt- 
Head for his good Conduct and Behaviour in 
the Eaſt-Indies. 

Next Day he appointed me principal Sur- 
geon oi the Hoſpital aſhore. 

On the 26th of December, 1749, we arrived 
at Liſbon with the Braſil Fleet, and having 
communicated my Deſign of going to England, 
to call Captain Crabb, and the other Members 
of the Court-Martial, to Account, tor their 
illegal Proccedings, he generouſly gave me the 
following Certificate and Recommendation ol 
my Behaviour while in his Service, 


* Theſe are to certify, to whom it may con- 
“ cern, That Mr. William I/ii's, late Sur- 
e geon of the Durrinaton Judi ama. Cap- 
8 tain Richard Crabb, Commander, ar- 
e rived at the City of Goa in India, the 
e gth Day of Nov "ember, 1743, with the 
„ moſt ſtrong and full Recommedations, 
* from the principal Off cers of Bombay, 

* to the Viceroy of Ca: And I hearing 
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* of the unjuſt Treatment he received from 
© the ſaid Richard Crabb and others, did, 
(after he had obtained from the Viceroy 
© the Commiſſion of a Surgeon, aboard 
&* one of his Portugueſe Majeſty's Ships of 
* War) in Pity of his cruel Uſage, prevail 
to have him moved to the Ship which 
« I commanded myſelf, as Surgeon there- 
© of. In which Station, from the Date 
«© above-mentioned, until his Arrival here 
on the 26th of December, 1749, he diſ- 
charged his Duty as an experienced in- 
defatigable Man in his Profeſſion. As 
*© Witneſs my Hand at Liſbon the 27th 
Day of December, in the Year 1749, 
on Board his Portugueſe Majeſty*s Ship 
* Our Lady of the Vincimento. 
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OR the Satisfaction of the Purchaſers of 
F my Books, I intend ſpeedily to write 
out An Account of my late TRITIAL at Guild- 
hall; which the Publick may be aſſured will 
be authentick and true, as ſome Gentlemen of 
the Law have favoured me with the Materials, 
which they had taken down in Short-Hand 
on the Spot. 


WILLIAM WILLS. 
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